
1

We l c o m e t o 
Saint Stephen’s 
in the Season 
of Advent, a 
s e a s o n o f 
preparation for 
the incarnation 
of Christ. Poet 
Malcolm Guite 
writes : “ The 
Latin root of 
t h e f a m i l i a r 
word ‘Advent’ 
i s v e n i . I t 
s p e a k s o f 
“coming”, the 
c o m i n g o f 
Christ in every 
way. There are 
many advents. 
In our encoun-
ters with the 
poor and the 
stranger, in the 
mystery of the 
sacraments, in 
u n e x p e c t e d 
m o m e n t s o f 
transfiguration 
surely there is 
also an advent 
a n d C h r i s t 
comes to us.”

First 
Sunday 

of Advent 

December 27 
 2022
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Welcome to Worship at St. Stephen’s! 
You will notice that this bulletin indicates moments in the service where sitting, standing, or 
kneeling is customary. These are only customs, and if you find that you are uncomfortable in any 
of these postures, please pay attention to your body and change your prayer posture as needed. 

If you are interested in becoming more involved with St. Stephen’s, please fill out one of the wel-
come cards at the usher’s table. It’s our priest’s practice to invite newcomers to coffee or lunch, 
so after you fill out a card you can expect to be contacted soon. 

The Arps Garage on College Road (kitty-corner from the south side of the church) is free for 
parishioners to park in. Simply pick up a parking sticker from the welcome table. 

Saint Stephen’s is a B.R.E.A.D. church, joining with 40 diverse congregations to act powerfully on 
local issues of justice and fairness such as gun violence, affordable housing and strategies for 
maintaining discipline in public schools.. Learn more at www.breadcolumbus.org. 

Saint Stephen’s is a founding member of Neighborhood Services, Inc. (NSI) , a community food 
pantry serving the campus area. You can learn more about NSI at www.neighborhoodser-
vicesinc.org. 

Worship Leaders this Morning
Rector: The Rev. Karl Stevens

Clergy Resident: The Rev. Patricia Rose

Deacon: The Rev. Brice Patterson

Lectors: Stuart Hobbs & Rich Horton

Intercessor: Sarah Huelskoetter

Organist: Dr. Dennis Davenport

Cyber Sacristan: Taylor Kilgore

Altar Guild: Joe Rutter & Susan Burghes

St. Stephen’s Vestry: Holly Engel, Rae Fellows (Senior Warden), Clara 
Ferance, Dale Harris, Stuart Hobbs (Junior Warden), 
Sarah Huelskoetter, Eric Peters, Ralph Richter, Jennifer 
Schmied, Norm Wernet

Cover Painting: St. Bride, John Duncan, tempera on canvas, 1913. 

Some of the commentary in the margins of this bulletin comes from the Diocese of Ohio’s 
Creation Care Commission.

http://www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org
http://www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org
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Throughout the service, the people’s responses are in italics. 

Prelude 

Announcements 
The people stand for the Processional Hymn. 

Processional Hymn #210 (LEVAS), Down By the Riverside 
Sheet music can be found on page 24 of this bulletin. 

Goin’ to lay down my sword and shield, 
Down by the riverside, 
Goin’ to lay down my sword and shield, 
Down by the riverside, 
To study war no more. 

Refrain 

I ain’t goin’t study war no more, 
Ain’t goin’t study war no more, 
Ain’t goin’t study war no more. 

Goin’ to lay down my war shoes, 
Down by the riverside 
Goin’ to lay down my war shoes, 
Down by the riverside, 
To study war no more. 

Refrain 

Goin’ to put on my long white robe, 
Down by the riverside 
Goin’ to put on my long white robe, 
Down by the riverside, 
To study war no more. 

Refrain 

Goin’ to meet my loving savior, 
Down by the riverside 
Goin’ to meet my loving savior, 
Down by the riverside, 
To study war no more. 

Refrain 

Words: Traditional. Music: Negro Spiritual; arr. Clarence White. 

We are happy to 
know that many 
people new to wor-
ship in the Episco-
pal Church come to 
St. Stephen’s, and 
we welcome you! 
This column might 
h e l p yo u l e a r n 
about why we do 
what we do when 
we gather together 
fo r p raye r a n d 
praise. 

We draw upon a 
vast tradition of 
hymns and songs 
from every centu-
ry and every place 
in the world. If a 
hymn number ap-
pears in this bul-
letin without any 
letters in paren-
thesis, it’s from the 
blue Hymnal 1982, 
which you can find 
in the pew racks. If 
there are letters in 
parenthesis after 
the hymn number, 
that means the 
hymn came from 
a n a l t e r n a t e 
source, and the 
sheet music ap-
pears at the back 
of the bulletin. 
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Lucernaria for Advent 
The Advent Wreath is lit by the children as we sing. Sheet music can be found on page 
19 of this bulletin. 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

Many the gifts, many the people, 
many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
making your kingdom come. 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

Opening Acclamation 
Blessed are you, holy and living One.  
You come to your people and set them free. 

Gracious God, open our eyes to the coming of your light, lifting the 
burden of darkness from our lives. Open our hearts and souls, to the 
warmth of your coming, melting the hardness that keeps us from you 
and from each other. All this we pray through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Trisagion 
Sung three times. Sheet music can be found on page 19 of this bulletin. 

Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Immortal One, 
Have Mercy on Us. 

Collect for the Day 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

Christians around 
the world mark the 
four Sundays of 
Advent by lighting 
candles on an Ad-
vent Wreath. There 
are five candles: 
three purple, one 
p i n k , a n d o n e 
white. Purple (or 
blue) is the color of 
Advent because, 
like Lent, it is a 
penitential season. 
We light a new 
candle each week, 
as well as lighting 
the candles from 
the week before. 
We light the pink 
candle on the third 
Sunday of Advent, 
when the reading 
from Zephaniah 
breaks with the 
penitential nature 
of the season and 
loudly dec lares 
“ R e j o i c e ! ” T h e 
white candle is in 
the center of the 
wreath, and is lit 
on Christmas Eve 
to symbolize God's 
incarnation in the 
world. 

A number of an-
cient hymns are 
still used by the 
church in worship. 
M a n y o f t h e s e 
hymns draw upon 
s c r i p t u r e . T h e 
Trisagion, which 
we are using dur-
ing Advent, comes 
from the Orthodox 
Church, and is one 
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Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put 
on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son 
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he 
shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the 
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah 
This is what Isaiah ben-Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:  

In the last days, the mountain of the God of Israel’s Temple will be 
established as the most important mountain and raised above all other 
hills — all nations will stream toward it. Many people will come and say: 
“Come, let us climb the Ground of All Being’s mountain to the Temple of 
the God of Jacob, that we may be instructed in God’s ways and walk in 
God’s paths.” Instruction will be given from Zion and the word of The God 
of Israel from Jerusalem. God will judge between the nations and render 
decisions for many countries. They will beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; one nation will not raise the sword 
against another, and never again will they train for war. O house of Leah 
and Rachel and Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the God of Israel! 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 122 

 

 

of the most an-
c ient Chr i s t i an 
hymns. Its struc-
ture evokes the 
Holy Trinity. 

A collect is a prayer 
that “collects” the 
t h o u g h t s a n d 
hopes of the con-
gregation. Each 
Sunday has its own 
assigned collect, 
which states the 
theme that most if 
not all of the lec-
tionary readings 
will address. 

T h e E p i s c o p a l 
Church fo l lows 
The Revised Com-
mon Lectionary, 
w h i c h a s s i g n s 
Sunday readings 
throug hout the 
year. Right now we 
are in Year B. The 
Readings consist of 
passages from the 
Psalms, Hebrew 
Testament (also 
called the Old Tes-
tament) and/or 
the Christian Tes-
tament (also called 
the New Testa-
ment). Jesus was 
Je w i s h , a n d s o 
much of what he 
t a u g h t w a s i n-
spired by centuries 
of Jewish thinkers 
and sages. Chris-
tianity has always 
affirmed the need 
to stay connected 
to these Jewish 
roots.  
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The Psalms also 
come out of the 
Jewish tradition. 
T h e y w e r e t h e 
worship songs of 
ancient Israel. Lis-
ten to the words, 
and you'll notice 
that Psalms often 
express anger, sor-
row, and resent-
ment, as well as joy 
and thanksgiving. 
All of our emotions 
are present in the 
Psalms, and they 
teach us that it's 
okay to bring our 
whole selves into 
our worship of 
God. 
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This World is not Conclusion 
By Emily Dickinson 

This World is not Conclusion. 
A Species stands beyond -  
Invisible, as Music - 
But positive, as Sound - 
It beckons, and it baffles -  
Philosophy, don’t know -  
And through a Riddle, at the last -  
Sagacity, must go - 
To guess it, puzzles scholars - 
To gain it, Men have borne 
Contempt of Generations 
And Crucifixion, shown - 
Faith slips - and laughs, and rallies -  
Blushes, if any see -  
Plucks at a twig of Evidence -  
And asks a Vane, the way -  
Much Gesture, from the Pulpit - 
Strong Hallelujahs roll -  
Narcotics cannot still the Tooth 
That nibbles at the soul - 

The people stand and sing. 

Gospel Hymn #70 (LEVAS), I Want Jesus to Walk with Me 
Sheet music can be found on page 25 of this bulletin. 

I want Jesus to walk with me; 
I want Jesus to walk with me; 
All along my pilgrim journey, Lord, 
I want Jesus to walk with me. 

In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
When the shades of life are falling, Lord, 
I want Jesus to walk with me. 

In my sorrows, Lord, walk with me; 
In my sorrows, Lord, walk with me; 
When my heart within is aching, Lord, 
I want Jesus to walk with me. 

Words: Traditional. Music: Negro Spiritual; arr. Carl Haywood (b. 1949) 

The poems & can-
ticles that we fre-
q u e n t l y u s e i n 
worship comment 
on the scripture 
readings, just like 
the hymns do. At 
St. Stephen’s, we 
have a dedicated 
group of poetry-
pickers who meet 
every six weeks or 
so to talk about the 
l e c t i o n a r y a n d 
choose the poems 
that we use in 
worship. 

As we sing the 
Gospel Hymn, we 
bring the Gospel to 
the center of the 
church because it 
is the center of our 
lives and worship.  
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The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According To Matthew 
Glory to You, O Christ. 

Jesus said to the disciples:  

“No one knows that day and that hour—not the angels of heaven, nor even 
the Only Begotten—only Abba God. The coming of the Promised One will 
be just like Noah’s time. In the days before the flood, people were eating 
and drinking, having relationships and getting married, right up to the day 
Noah entered the ark. They were totally unconcerned until the flood 
came and destroyed them. So it will be at the coming of the Promised 
One. Two people will be out in the field; one will be taken and one will be 
left. Two people will be grinding meal; one will be taken and one will be 
left. Therefore be vigilant! For you don’t know the day your Savior is 
coming. Be sure of this: if the owner of the house had known when the 
thief was coming, the owner would have kept a watchful eye and not 
allowed the house to be broken into. You must be prepared in the same 
way. The Promised One is coming at the time you least expect. 

The Gospel of Our Savior. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The people sit for the Homily. 

The Homily 
The people stand for the Affirmation of Faith 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

There are four 
G o sp e l s in t h e 
New Testament. 
Three of them are 
synoptic, a word 
that means “with 
one eye.” These 
three Gospels were 
drawn from the 
same sources and 
tell many of the 
same stories, with 
different emphasis 
depending on the 
Gospel. The fourth 
Gospel, the Gospel 
of John, was writ-
ten for a specific, 
and now vanished, 
Christian commu-
nity, that had a 
very different set 
of concerns and 
i d e a s t h a n t h e 
communities that 
are addressed in 
t h e s y n o p t i c 
Gospels. 

The homily is a 
time of exploring 
how the readings 
relate to and inform 
our daily living.  

Since the Council 
of Nicea in 325 C.E., 
Christ ians have 
been saying an af-
firmation of faith 
as part of their 
worship. Saying 
such affirmations 
together connects 
us to the whole 
h i s t o r y o f t h e 
Christian church. 
They aff irm the 
Doctrine of the 
Trinity — the belief 
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Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Remain standing or kneel. 

The Prayers of the People 
The music for the sung response can be found on page 20 of this bulletin. We will sing 
the response only where indicated. 

Let us pray to God, singing “O Lord hear our pray’r.” 

Sung Response: 
O Lord hear our pray’r, O Lord hear our pray’r. 
When we call, answer us. O Lord hear our pray’r. 
O Lord hear our pray’r, Come and listen to us. 

Let us give thanks for all good things… 

Let us pray for faithful people everywhere… 

Let us pray for the needs of others… 

Sung Response 

Let us pray for our own needs… 

Let us pray for peace and love… 

Sung Response 

Celebrant: Your word is a lamp for our feet. In darkness and in light, in 
trouble and in joy, help us, Divine One, to trust your love, to serve your 
purpose, and to praise your name, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Confession & Absolution 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name. Amen.  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the 
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power 
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  

that God can be 
described as a rela-
tionship, as well as 
being described as 
t h r e e p e r s o n s . 
They are corporate 
statements of belief 
and, as individuals, 
we have a variety of 
ways of under-
standing them. 

Sometimes we get 
so wrapped up in 
our concerns for 
others, we forget to 
give thanks for their 
presence in our 
lives. Although the 
Book of Common 
Prayer places the 
thanksgiving for the 
blessings in our 
lives at the end of 
the prayers, our 
parish chooses to 
put them first, so 
that we can call to 
mind the preemi-
nence of God’s love. 

Although we are 
created good, we 
all miss the mark 
sometimes when 
interacting with 
God, the world, 
each other and 
ourselves. Confes-
sion is an oppor-
tunity to reset, to 
be forgiven for our 
mistakes, and to 
affirm our willing-
ness to try again. 
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Please stand for the peace. 

The Peace 
The peace of God be with you. 
And also with you. 

Offertory Sentence 
In the wilderness prepare the way of Love, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. 

Offertory Anthem: Stay Awake, Be Ready! 
Sung by the Pick-up Choir 

Doxology 
As the offering plates are brought forward, we sing… 

Praise God from whom all blessing flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

The Holy Eucharist 
Please stand. 

 

The rite of Confes-
sion and Restora-
tion that we are 
using until advent 
is adapted from 
the Iona Abbey 
Worship Book. 

Some Christians 
love Advent.  Not 
just looking forward 
to the “Christmas 
season” but loving 
Advent itself with 
its blues and wait-
ing and quietness.  
Advent can serve as 
sort of a buffer 
against the hyper-
commercialism of 
the “holidays.”   

There is also good 
reason to love the 
Advent hope: Make 
room, make room 
for the Christ Child.  
Prepare the way of 
the Lord, for God is 
s u r e l y c o m i n g .  
Come, O Come, 
God be with us. 

In our day, this Ad-
vent wish has an 
expanded meaning 
for many.  It is in-
creasingly clear that 
not just the human 
community waits 
with longing for 
Immanuel.  The 
whole creation, 
“waits with eager 
longing for the re-
vealing of the sons 
of God.” (Romans 
8:20).  In Paul’s vi-
sion, Advent and 
Christmas are not 
just for people.  
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They are not just for 
the shepherds and 
wise men but also 
t h e s h e e p a n d 
camels and the star 
in the east.  In our 
time especially, Ad-
vent is a time for 
looking for the heal-
ing of both the na-
tions and the planet.   

Oh, Come!  Oh, 
Come, Immanuel.  
And ransom the 
captivity of your 
whole creat ion.  
Wish peace for all 
creation.   

The quiet lake. The 
peaceful woods. 
The dark night sky. 
The vast ocean 
horizon. Most of us 
can recall moments 
where these kinds 
of places have re-
freshed our souls. 
The deep quiet, the 
sheer size, and the 
absence of human 
buzz opens our 
hearts to reassess 
the import of all the 
noise and concerns 
in our own hearts.  

What often hap-
pens in these mo-
ments is a shift in 
perspective. The 
many demanding 
things in our daily 
lives gives way to 
something much 
larger. One could 
say that such mo-
ments put us and 
our lives in our 
place as small ac-

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. You bid 
your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the 
Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and 
renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they may come to the 
fullness of grace which you have prepared for those who love you. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sheet music for the Sanctus can be found on page 21 of this bulletin. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes 
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and 
death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all.  

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior 
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in 
Christ. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last 
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day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with 
Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 
is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

The Fraction Anthem 
The sheet music is on page 23 of this bulletin. 

Refrain 
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 

The bread which we break, alleluia, 
Is the communion of the body of Christ. 
Refrain 

One body are we, alleluia, 
For though many we share one bread. 
Refrain 

The Bread is given to the communicants with these words 

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. 

Please stand and remain standing until the end of the service. 

Communion Hymn #14 (LEVAS), Soon and Very Soon 
Sheet music can be found on pages 26-27 of this bulletin. 

Soon and very soon 
We are going to see the King 
Soon and very soon 
We are going to see the King 
Soon and very soon 
We are going to see the King 

tors in a much larg-
er drama. Thus our 
problems, wants 
and desires become 
reordered as well. 

We have such a 
perspective chang-
ing encounter at 
every eucharist 
service as well, if 
we are open to it. 
It happens at the 
Sanctus, where we 
remind ourselves 
o f A n g e l s a n d 
Archangels and the 
whole company of 
heaven, forever 
sing ing a hymn 
and proclaiming 
the glory of God: 

Holy, holy, holy 
Lord, God of power 
and might, Heaven 
and earth are full of 
your glory. 

The whole compa-
ny of heaven, like 
t h e o c e a n a n d 
night sky, is con-
tinual ly s ing ing 
praise, unaltered by 
the ups and downs 
of our human dra-
ma. This song is 
ongoing whether 
we are paying at-
tention or not.  Our 
anxieties do not 
diminish the song. 
They just diminish 
our awareness of 
the song.   

Advent is a season 
where we become a 
bit more attuned to 
the Angel voices.  
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Hallelujah hallelujah 
We're going to see the King 

No more crying there 
We are going to see the King 
No more crying there 
We are going to see the King 
No more crying there 
We are going to see the King 
Hallelujah hallelujah 
We're going to see the King 

No more dying there 
We are going to see the King 
No more dying there 
We are going to see the King 
No more dying there 
We are going to see the King 
Hallelujah hallelujah 
We're going to see the King 

Soon and very soon 
We are going to see the King 
Soon and very soon 
We are going to see the King 
Soon and very soon 
We are going to see the King 
Hallelujah hallelujah 
We're going to see the King 

Words & Music: Andrae Crouch 

Postcommunion Prayer 

Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 
and singleness of heart, through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Blessing 
May Christ the sun of righteousness shine upon you and scatter the 
darkness before your path, and the blessing of God Almighty, the One, 
Holy, and Undivided Trinity, be among you, and remain with you 
always. Amen. 

We lean toward the 
holy night where 
the proclaiming 
angels became a bit 
louder and more 
visible (to the shep-
herds in the fields 
at least).  But the 
Sanctus declares 
they are always 
t h e r e , d a y a n d 
night, Christmas or 
o t h e r w i s e . I n 
economies good 
and bad. In times of 
peace and war, 
sickness and health. 

T h e m o u n t a i n s 
abide, the oceans 
wave, and the An-
gels sing.  Heaven 
and earth are full of 
God’s glory.  And 
aware or not, so are 
we, our own voices 
joined with theirs in 
the eternal song.   

Hark!  The herald 
angels sing!  Open 
your hearts.  Join in 
the song. During 
Holy Euchar ist , 
there is a moment 
where the whole 
congregation joins 
voices to “proclaim 
the mystery of faith.” 
We recite a version 
of this three-fold 
declaration: 

We remember his 
death, We proclaim 
his resurrection, 
We await his com-
ing in glory. 

It is a mystery for 
sure.  We wait for 
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Closing Hymn #542, Christ is the World’s True Light 
Christ is the world’s true Light, 
its Captain of salvation, 
the Daystar clear and bright 
of every race and nation; 
new life, new hope awakes, 
for all who own his sway: 
freedom her bondage breaks, 
and night is turned to day. 

In Christ all races meet, 
their ancient feuds forgetting, 
the whole round world complete, 
from sunrise to its setting: 
when Christ is throned as Lord 
all shall forsake their fear, 
to ploughshare beat the sword, 
to pruning-hook the spear. 

One Lord, in one great Name 
unite us all who own thee; 
cast out our pride and shame 
that hinder to enthrone thee; 
the world has waited long, 
has travailed long in pain; 
to heal its ancient wrong, 
come, Prince of Peace, and reign. 

Words: George Wallace Briggs (1892-1955), Music: St. Joan, Percy E. B. Coller (1892-?). 

Dismissal 
Go forth confident in hope; praise God in all creation;  follow Christ 
through whom all things are made;  and in the power of the Spirit, 
become a beacon of hope to the world. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude

something we do 
not fully understand 
or comprehend, but 
we still proclaim it, 
even if “Christ’s 
coming in glory” is 
something quite 
hard to imagine in 
our modern day.   

Even so, we sure do 
wa n t C h r i s t t o 
come.  We long for 
thy kingdom to 
come and thy will 
to be done.  On 
earth.  Near us.  In 
us.  We want Im-
manuel to be born 
in ways that will 
awaken love beyond 
all that we could 
ever muster for 
ourselves.  We want 
the returning Christ 
to come and dispel 
the darkness of fear 
and greed we en-
counter around and 
within us.   

But we must be 
careful lest our 
longing rise only to 
the level of simple 
wishing that God 
would come res-
cue us.  Our long-
ing needs to rise to 
the level of gen-
uine hope.  There 
is all the difference 
here.  Hope is full 
of expectation, not 
j u s t l o n g i n g .  
Wish ing s imply 
sighs and wants, 
but hope trusts 
that something will 
be fulfilled. 
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Parish News 

Make Your Sunday Offering with Your Phone 
It’s easy! At the Offertory, just open the camera app on your phone and point it at the QR 
code below. You’ll be prompted to open a secure website where you can make an online 
donation. 

 

Food, Clothing, and Toiletries Drives to Help Our Community 
At Saint Stephen’s, we do a lot for our community! Currently we are collecting goods for 
four separate agencies that help our neighbors. Use the handy chart below to figure out 
what to bring and who it will benefit. 

What We Need Who It Helps Community Partner When We Need It By

Christmas Gifts through 
the Jesse Tree (see below)

People in need who are 
hoping to have a Merry 
Christmas

Neighborhood Services, 
Inc.

December 2nd, 2022

Gently used coats – 
men’s, women’s or chil-
dren’s. Along with this, 
new or gently used blan-
kets and men’s clothing.

Our unhoused neighbors 
and friends

Social worker office in our 
building

Ongoing

Chapstick and warm, 
fuzzy women’s socks.

Women who have es-
caped human trafficking 
situations.

Freedom a la Cart December 4, 2022

Toiletries and personal 
care items.

Anyone who needs them. These items will go in the 
Blessing Box and will be 
available to anyone in 
need.

Ongoing
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A Love Supreme Jazz Vespers 
Join us Thursday, December 15th, at 6:30 p.m. for a contemplative jazz vespers service 
centered around John Coltrane's album,  A Love Supreme.   Considered Coltrane's 
masterpiece and one of the most important jazz albums of all time, this music holds a 
deep spiritual significance for many people.   Rolling Stone wrote that, "Intended as a 
piece of sacred music, it's one of the most eloquent prayers of the 20th century."  We will 
listen to the four-part suite in its entirety, with time for prayer and silent contemplation 
interspersed throughout the service.   This will be a wonderful opportunity to make 
intentional space for spiritual introspection during the Advent season. 

Jesse Tree 
The Jesse Tree is up with "ornaments" with information for adopting a child or two for 
Christmas presents. On the clip board, sign you name and phone number by the child's ID 
number. Presents should cost about $50, more if you desire. Wrap the presents. Put all the 
gifts for one child in a trash bag with the child's ID number in large print on the outside. 
The gifts should be at church by Sunday, November 27 or to NSI by Friday, December 2. If 
you take your presents into NSI yourself, please let Carolyn Vander Stouw know. 

Advent Bible Study 
Starting on November 27th, we are bringing back the Sunday Bible Study. The study will 
take place between the 8:30 and 10:30 services, starting at 9:30 and ending by 10:15. We 
will meet in Hobson Hall. The theme for Advent is “Expectation and Hope.” 

Incarnational Journey: A Series for Advent, 2022 
Saturdays, December 10 and 17, 10 am – 12 noon, St. Stephen’s sanctuary, led by Rev. 
Patricia Rose 

Every year the sweet, sacred seasons of Advent and Christmas come back around in all 
their powerful graces, offering us an opening to remember the ongoing core miracle: the 
Holy One being born into our midst, our humanity, and into the depth of us. These two 
mornings will provide opportunities to more fully experience and be nourished by that 
remembering. They will be a time of rest and calm, of arriving more deeply into our body 
and heart, and out of the fracturing, exhausting stresses of life. There will be poetry, 
scripture, music, guided meditation, discussion, and gentle, relaxing stretching which is 
easily adaptable to suit various needs. Registration is not required for attendance, but 
very helpful for planning, so please contact Patricia Rose if you plan on attending, 
pmarie507@gmail.com. 
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Lift Your Hearts in Song – All are Invited! 
Children and adults of all ages are invited to join a Pop-Up Choir on the first and fourth 
weeks of Advent, Sunday, Nov 27 and Sunday, Dec 18. No experience is necessary, just 
show up 15 minutes prior to the 10:30 am service to learn one simple hymn. The more 
the merrier! 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Services 
This year, Christmas falls on a Sunday. We expect that the main events will be on 
Christmas Eve, but we will hold a very informal service at 10:30 AM on Christmas 
morning. Here's the schedule: 

7:00 PM, December 24 -- Christmas Eve Pageant and Family Service 
9:00 PM, December 24 -- Christmas Eve "Midnight Mass" 
10:30 AM, December 25 -- Christmas morning service 

Inquirer’s Class 
If you are new to the church and want to learn more about the Episcopal tradition, this 
class is for you! You can join us to prepare for baptism, confirmation, reception, or just 
out of interest and curiosity. Let Karl know if you would like to join, and he will work to 
find a date when everyone can meet. 

Donate Your Grill! 
YAMS (our Young Adult Ministries) is exploring ideas to reach out to young adults near 
OSU's campus and in Columbus. They have identified the need for a gas grill or griddle 
which they can use for Christian fellowship, dinner church, and evangelism. If you have a 
working used gas grill which you would like to donate, please contact Chris Epperson by 
phone or by text at (850) 428-3803 to discuss donating your grill to our campus ministry. 

Saint Stephen’s Joins the Vinery! 
What is the Vinery, you ask? The Vinery is a Lilly Endowment funded initiative that seeks 
to help congregations thrive in ministry with their university neighbors and broader 
communities. It’s a collaborative of campus churches from across the nation which offers 
methods and tools that will help us to get to know OSU better and cultivate relationships 
with many different aspects of the university. Our leadership team, which consists of Karl, 
Tim Betz, Colleen Conard, and Chris Epperson, will travel to South Carolina for a 
conference in January. Then we will join a cohort of churches that will share ideas and 
support each other as we deepen our relationship with the OSU campus. 
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Thursday Contemplative Prayer & Study Group 
Our in-person contemplative prayer group & book study meets at St. Stephen’s on 
Thursday mornings twice a month. We meet in the sanctuary of the church from 10:00 am 
– 11:15 am. Contact Jamie Massa for the December dates. 

If you are new to contemplative prayer, someone will be available to guide you in one approach: 
centering prayer. We are a welcoming & friendly group and hope you will join us this fall. We 
have extra copies of the book, Everything Belongs, no need to purchase it, unless you’d like to. 

Save the Date for Music that Makes Community! 
Come learn techniques for paperless song leading during a three day event on February 
17-19! Music that Makes Community will help you develop as a song leader and introduce 
you to worship music from around the world. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17: Community Singing Event from 7:00 - 8:15 PM 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18: Workshop from 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19: Workshop leaders and participants join St. Stephen’s in worship! 

Everything will take place at St. Stephen’s. Hope to see you there! 

YAMS News & Events 
If you are a young adult, these events are for you! If you’d like to receive weekly emails, let 
Chris & Carina Epperson know and they’ll add you to the group text and Google Group. 

Interfaith Dinner and Discussion at Hillel on November 29th 
Josh Tolle, one of the program coordinators at Hillel, has invited us to an Interfaith dinner 
and discussion at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, November 29th. You will need to RSVP for this 
event by going to https://www.osuhillel.org/events/student-interfaith-dinner-11-29-22/. 

YAMS on Thursday! 
YAMS returns to meeting again on Thursday nights for the rest of the semester. This 
Thursday, we will be exploring the meaning of Advent. Contact Carinaor Karl for more 
information. 
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Lucernaria for Advent 

The Trisagion
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The Prayers of the People 
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Sanctus
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Processional Hymn #210 (LEVAS), Down By the Riverside 



25

Gospel Hymn #70 (LEVAS), I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
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Communion Hymn #14 (LEVAS), Soon and Very Soon
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