We l co m e t o
Saint Stephen’s
in the Season
After
the
Epiphany. This
season is all
about newness
- the newness
of Jesus’s ministry, the gathe r i n g of t h e
disciples who
discover new
community
together, a
sense that in
Jesus’s teaching a new dispensation has
arrived. Jesus
himself is
something
new, not just
because he is
God become
human, but
because he is a
G a l i l e a n
craftsman presuming to
speak and heal
with the authority of a
priest
in
Jerusalem.
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Welcome to Worship at St. Stephen’s!
You will notice that this bulletin indicates moments in the service where sitting, standing,
or kneeling is customary. These are only customs, and if you find that you are uncomfortable in any of these postures, please pay attention to your body and change your prayer
posture as needed.
If you are interested in becoming more involved with St. Stephen’s, please fill out one of
the welcome cards at the usher’s table. It’s our priest’s practice to invite newcomers to
coffee or lunch, so after you fill out a card you can expect to be contacted soon.
The Arps Garage on College Road (kitty-corner from the south side of the church) is free
for parishioners to park in. Simply pick up a parking sticker from the welcome table.
Saint Stephen’s is a B.R.E.A.D. church, joining with 40 diverse congregations to act powerfully
on local issues of justice and fairness such as gun violence, affordable housing and strategies
for maintaining discipline in public schools. Learn more at www.breadcolumbus.org.
Saint Stephen’s is a founding member of Neighborhood Services, Inc. (NSI), a community
food pantry serving the campus area. You can learn more about NSI at www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org.

Worship Leaders this Morning
Preacher & Celebrant:

The Rev. Cameron O’Reily

Resident & Deacon:

The Rev. Patricia Rose

Lectors:

Stuart Hobbs & Sarah Huelskoetter

Intercessor:

Cynthia Whitacre

Organist:

Dennis Davenport

Cyber Sacristans:

Molly Cooke & Daniel Buey

Acolyte:

Coleton Raver

Altar Guild:

Joe Rutter & Amy Archer

Healing Prayer:

Cynthia Whitacre

St. Stephen’s Vestry:

Fran Carr, Rae Fellows (Senior Warden), Dale
Harris, Stuart Hobbs (Junior Warden), Sarah
Huelskoetter, Ralph Richter, Russell Schelby,
Jennifer Schmied, Rachael Smith, Norm Wernet

Cover Painting: The Joy that Trembles Under Every Leaf & Tongue, Stuart Hobbs, acrylic
on canvas, 2021
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Throughout the service, the people’s responses are in italics.

Prelude
Announcements
The people stand for the Processional Hymn.

Processional Hymn #616, Hail to the Lord’s
Anointed
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,
great David’s greater Son!
Hail, in the time appointed,
his reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression,
to set the captive free;
to take away transgression,
and rule in equity.
He comes with succor speedy
to those who suffer wrong,
to help the poor and needy,
and bid the weak be strong;
to give them songs for sighing,
their darkness turn to light,
whose souls, condemned and dying,
were precious in his sight.

We are happy to
know that many
people new to worship in the Episcopal Church come to
St. Stephen’s, and
we welcome you! If
you would like to
read about the service and increase
your understanding
of Episcopal liturgy,
please scan this QR
Code with your
phone:

If a hymn number
appears in this bulletin without any
letters in parenthesis, it’s from the
blue Hymnal 1982,
which you can find
in the pew racks. If
there are letters in
parenthesis after
the hymn number,
t h at m ea n s t h e
hymn came from
an alternate source,
and the sheet music appears at the
back of the bulletin.

He shall come down like showers
upon the fruitful earth,
and love, joy, hope, like flowers,
spring in his path to birth:
before him on the mountains
shall peace, the herald, go;
and righteousness in fountains
from hill to valley flow.
Kings shall bow before him,
and gold and incense bring;
all nations shall adore him,
his praise all people sing;
to him shall prayer unceasing
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and daily vows ascend;
his kingdom still increasing,
a kingdom without end.
O’er every foe victorious,
he on his throne shall rest;
from age to age more glorious,
all-blessing and all-blest:
the tide of time shall never
his covenant remove;
his Name shall stand for ever,
his changeless Name of Love.
Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854); para. of Psalm 72
Music: Es flog ein kleins Waldvögelein, German folk song; adapt. and harm. A Student’s Hymnal, 1923,
after Henry Walford Davies (1869-1941)

The Opening Acclamation
Grace and peace to you from God.
God fill you with truth and joy.
God be with you.
God bless you and keep you.
This is the day which the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
God of unchangeable power, when you fashioned the world the morning stars
sang together and the host of heaven shouted for joy; open our eyes to the
wonders of creation and teach us to use all things for good, to the honor of your
glorious name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Trisagion
Sheet music can be found on page 18 of this bulletin.

Holy God,
Holy & Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.

4

Collect for the Day
God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and
proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole
world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The people sit.

A Reading from Nehemiah
All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate.
They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord
had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the
assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This
was on the first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the square
before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the
men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the
people were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the
sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he
opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and
all the people answered, "Amen, Amen," lifting up their hands. Then they bowed
their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. So they read
from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so
that the people understood the reading.
And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the Lord
your God; do not mourn or weep." For all the people wept when they heard the
words of the law. Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet
wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this
day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your
strength."
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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Good Bones
Maggie Smith
Life is short, though I keep this from my children.
Life is short, and I’ve shortened mine
in a thousand delicious, ill-advised ways,
a thousand deliciously ill-advised ways
I’ll keep from my children. The world is at least
fifty percent terrible, and that’s a conservative
estimate, though I keep this from my children.
For every bird there is a stone thrown at a bird.
For every loved child, a child broken, bagged,
sunk in a lake. Life is short and the world
is at least half terrible, and for every kind
stranger, there is one who would break you,
though I keep this from my children. I am trying
to sell them the world. Any decent realtor,
walking you through a real shithole, chirps on
about good bones: This place could be beautiful,
right? You could make this place beautiful.

A Reading from 1 Corinthians
The body is one, even though it has many parts; all the parts—many though they
are—comprise a single body. And so it is with Christ. It was by one Spirit that all of
us, whether we are Jews or Greeks, slaves or citizens, were baptized into one
body. All of us have been given to drink of the one Spirit. And that Body is not one
part; it is many. If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to
the body,” does that make it any less a part of the body? If the ear should say,
“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” would that make it any less
a part of the body? If the body were all eye, what would happen to our hearing? If
it were all ear, what would happen to our sense of smell? Instead of that, God put
all the different parts into one body on purpose. If all the parts were alike, where
would the body be? They are, indeed, many different members but one body. The
eye cannot say to the hand, “I do not need you,” any more than the head can say to
the feet, “I do not need you.” And even those members of the body which seem
less important are in fact indispensable. We honor the members we consider less
honorable by clothing them with greater care, thus bestowing on the less
presentable a propriety which the more presentable do not need. God has so
constructed the body as to give greater honor to the lowly members, that there
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may be no dissension in the body, but that all the members may be concerned for
one another. If one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member
is honored, all the members share its joy. You, then, are the body of Christ, and
each of you is a member of it. Furthermore, God has set up in the church, first,
apostles; second, prophets; third, teachers; then miracle workers, healers,
assistants, administrators and those who speak in tongues. Are all apostles? Are all
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles or have the gift of healing? Do all
speak in tongues, or do all have the gift of interpretation of tongues? Set your
hearts on the greater gifts.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
The people stand and sing.

Gospel Hymn #536 Open your ears, O faithful people
Open your ears, O faithful people,
open your ears and hear God’s word.
Open your hearts, O royal priesthood,
God has come to you.
Refrain
God has spoken to his people,
Hallelujah!
And his words are words of wisdom,
Hallelujah!
They who have ears to hear the message,
they who have ears, then let them hear.
They who would learn the way of wisdom,
let them hear God’s word.
Refrain
Israel comes to greet the Savior,
Judah is glad to see his day.
From east and west the peoples travel,
he will show the way.
Refrain
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Open your ears, O faithful people,
open your ears and hear God’s word.
Open your hearts, O royal priesthood,
God has come to you.
Refrain
Words: Willard F. Jabusch (b. 1930), alt.
Music: Torah song [Yisrael V’oraita], Hasidic melody; arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937)

The Gospel
The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According To Luke
Glory to You, O Christ.
Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and his reputation spread
throughout the region. He was teaching in the Galilean synagogues, and all were
loud in their praise. Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up.
Entering the synagogue on the Sabbath, as was his habit, Jesus stood up to do the
reading. When the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed him, he unrolled the
scroll and found the passage where it was written: “The Spirit of our God is upon
me: because the Most High has anointed me to bring Good News to those who are
poor. God has sent me to proclaim liberty to those held captive, recovery of sight
to those who are blind, and release to those in prison — to proclaim the year of
our God’s favor.” Rolling up the scroll, Jesus gave it back to the attendant and sat
down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he said to them,
“Today, in your hearing, this scripture passage is fulfilled.”
The Gospel of Our Savior.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The people sit for the Homily.

The Homily
The people stand for the Affirmation of Faith

An Affirmation of Faith
We give our hearts to God above us, maker and sustainer of all life, of sun and moon, of
water and earth, of beings of all genders. We give our hearts to God beside us, Jesus
Christ, the Word made flesh, born of a woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed
to a tree. A man of sorrows, he died forsaken. He descended into the earth to the place
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of death. On the third day he rose from the tomb. He ascended into heaven to be
everywhere present, and his beloved community will come on earth. We give our
hearts to God within us, the Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, life-giving breath of the
church, spirit of healing and forgiveness, source of resurrection and of eternal life.
Amen.
Remain standing or kneel.

The Prayers of the People
The music for the sung response can be found on page 19 of this bulletin.

Let us pray to God, singing “Hear our prayer, O Lord, incline thine ear to us, and
grant us thy peace.”
We pray for all the blessings of this life, especially...
Sung Response:
Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord;
Incline thine ear to us, and grant us thy peace.
We offer prayers for the welfare of the world, especially...
Sung Response
We pray for the concerns of our local community, especially…
Sung Response
We pray for those who suffer, and those in any trouble, especially...
Sung Response
We pray for those who have died, especially...
Sung Response
Celebrant: Your word is a lamp for our feet. In darkness and in light, in trouble and
in joy, help us, Divine One, to trust your love, to serve your purpose, and to praise
your name, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Confession of Sin
God is love and we are God’s children. There is no room for fear in love. We love
because God loved us first. Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith.
Silence
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God who knows us, loves us, and forgives us, we confess to you and to our fellow
members in the Body of Christ that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and
in what we have failed to do. We are truly sorry. Forgive our sins, and deliver us
from the power of evil, for the sake of your Son who died for us, Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
God, who is both power and love, forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and
strengthen us by the Holy Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.
Please stand for the peace.

The Peace
The peace of God be with you.
And also with you.

Doxology
As the offering plates are brought forward, we sing…

Praise God from whom all blessing flow,
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

The Holy Eucharist
Please stand.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving
God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom
you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea
when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and
gave breath to humankind.
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Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our
journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings
and all creation as we shout with joy:
Sheet music for the Sanctus can be found on page 20-21 of this bulletin.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your
glory, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you
called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from
bondage and led them to a land of promise.
Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the
coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through
Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life,
reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said:
“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends
and said:
“Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for
you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the
resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to
you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim
you, O Christ:
Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life. Christ Jesus, come in
glory!
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they
may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ.
Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice
and love.
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time
gather us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal home.
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Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise.
Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.
Now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for
ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Please stand and remain standing until the end of the service.

Communion Hymn #763 (WLP), As we gather at your table
Sheet music for this hymn can be found on page 22-23 of this bulletin.

As we gather at your Table,
as we listen to your Word,
help us know, O God, your presence;
let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story
till we claim it as our own;
teach us through this holy banquet
how to make Love’s vict’ry known.
Turn our worship into witness
in the sacrament of life;
send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;
may we still behold your image
in the world you died to save.
Gracious Spirit, help us summon
other guests to share that Feast
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where triumphant Love will welcome
those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy blind us
nor will pride our peace destroy,
as we join with saints and angels
to repeat the sounding joy.
Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (B. 1944)
Music: Raquel, Skinner Chávez-Melo (1944-1992)

Postcommunion Prayer
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you
have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your
people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that
we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the
risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Blessing
May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to
the world; and the blessing of God Almighty, the One, Holy, and Undivided Trinity,
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn #409, The Spacious Firmament on High
The spacious firmament on high,
with all the blue eternal sky,
and spangled heavens, a shining frame,
their great Original proclaim.
The unwearied sun from day to day
does his Creator’s power display;
and publishes to every land
the work of an almighty hand.
Soon as the evening shades prevail,
the moon takes up the wondrous tale,
and nightly to the listening earth
repeats the story of her birth:
whilst all the stars that round her burn,
and all the planets in their turn,
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confirm the tidings, as they roll
and spread the truth from pole to pole.
What though in solemn silence all
move round the dark terrestrial ball?
What though no real voice nor sound
amid their radiant orbs be found?
In reason’s ear they all rejoice,
and utter forth a glorious voice;
for ever singing as they shine,
“The hand that made us is divine.”
Words: Joseph Addison (1672-1719); para. of Psalm 19:1-6
Music: Creation, Franz Joseph Haydn (1732-1809); adapt. Dulcimer, or New York Collection of Sacred
Music, 1950, alt.

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Parish News
Make Your Sunday Oﬀering with Your Phone
It’s easy! At the Offertory, just open the camera app on your phone and point it at
the QR code below. You’ll be prompted to open a secure website where you can
make an online donation.

Welcoming Brice Patterson as Our New Deacon
Saint Stephen’s is thrilled to welcome Brice Patterson as our new deacon! Brice
recently graduated from the School for Diaconal Formation, and will be ordained
on March 12th at Trinity on Capitol Square here in Columbus (so we can all go!).
Brice is a talented preacher and leader, with a passion for social justice, as well as
being an avid hiker and camper. He is married to Emily (a gifted poet) and they
have a young daughter, Saoirse, who was baptized at St. Stephen’s on the Feast of
All Saints. Brice works very near to the church, at OSU’s Fischer College of
Business. He will begin serving as our deacon on March 20th.
Children’s Church & Nursery
During the first half of the service, children are invited to join Darien and friends
for Children’s Church. Children’s Church takes place in the Christian Formation
rooms on the second floor of Hobson Hall. The kids sing songs, read the daily
lesson from a simplified Bible, create crafts and play games! Children are invited
to join the entrance procession at the beginning of our worship in the sanctuary,
and then go on to Children’s Church from there.
Our Nursery is also on the second floor of Hobson Hall, and is staffed by two Safe
Church trained nursery workers, Bonnie and Olivia. If your child is age 0-3, you
are invited to take them up to the nursery before the service begins.
All of our children, no matter their age, are always welcome to stay in the
sanctuary for the entire service, if that is their preference!
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Vestry & Diocesan Convention Delegate Nominations, Annual Parish Meeting
St. Stephen’s Annual Parish meeting (more details forthcoming) will take place
on Sunday, February 13th after the 10:30am service. New Vestry and Delegate
balloting takes place in advance of that meeting, starting on January 30th. To
prepare the ballot, we need nominations from the congregation. Any parish
member 16 years of age or older is invited to submit your name OR nominate
someone else to run for Vestry or Convention Delegate. Please submit your name
or nominate someone to either the Parish Office OR to someone from the
Nominating Committee (Fran Carr, Stuart Hobbs, Russell Schelby). The deadline
for nominations is Wednesday, January 26th, though sooner is better. Any
questions you have about what being on Vestry is like may also be directed to
anyone on the Committee. We need to fill three (3) seats on Vestry (that will be
vacated by those on the Nominating Committee) and four (4) seats for Convention
Delegate. We hope to have an enthusiastic slate of people running.
Into Light All Things Must Fall: An Exhibit for Epiphany, Paintings by Stuart
Hobbs
This exhibition will be available to view in St. Stephen's sanctuary during the
Season After Epiphany, January 6 - March 1.
Sunlight shines on the snow and the light dances and sparkles white and blue and
many more colors. And we are moved by what we see. As an abstract painter, I
dispense with the middleman and go straight to the colors Or, looked at another
way, as a string quartet is a sonic universe all to itself, I see each painting as its
own individual place. I’m interested in color and line and brushstroke and how
these come together to create a unique universe of beauty. By creating these
beautiful places, I am not only expressing myself, but affirming something good
and beautiful in humanity. We live in perilous times, and we need beauty to
provide us respite, strength, and courage for the journey. -Stuart Hobbs
Helping Afghan Refugees
Indianola Presbyterian Church is housing Afghan Refugees at 127 E Woodruff Ave.
They are welcoming 4 individuals this weekend, two of whom are brothers. If your
faith community would like to be involved in our specific housing effort we'd love
to have you. This sort of thing takes a village! The Muslim Student Association is
preparing a welcome meal as they arrive, and other offering such as that will be
welcome. To be involved further (helping with transportation, meeting one on
one, etc) will involve attending a training and background check, but is an option.
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Email Trip ( trip@indianolapres.org) if you'd like to be on the contact list to be
made aware of needs as they arise.
Centering Prayer on Wednesdays
St. Stephen's centering prayer group meets weekly on Zoom on Wednesdays at
8:00 AM. Centering Prayer is a Christian approach to meditation where the
individual sits in stillness to dwell with the Inner Divine for 20 minutes. Everyone
is welcome and no previous experience is required! We will begin with some
training on the practice and it is very easy to learn.
To join on Wednesdays at 8:00 AM, use this link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/91986278073
Midday Prayer on Wednesdays
Every Wednesday at 12:15 we gather for prayer in the sanctuary, followed by lunch
in the kitchen. Join us!
Book Club
Book Club is open to all. We will continue meeting on the first Wednesday of each
month in 2022 on Zoom at 7:00pm for the foreseeable future. Please contact Cynthia
Whitacre for the Zoom link if you wish to attend; she will send the Zoom link a week
in advance.
The February book is A Single Thread by Tracy Chevalier. Voting on the remaining
books for 2022 is now happening prior to the February meeting (which will be on
February 2) from the list suggested at the January meeting. Please contact Cynthia if
you wish to obtain the list and/or to vote.
If you haven’t been to Book Club previously and want to come, contact Cynthia
Whitacre for more information.

YAMS News & Events
If you are a young adult, these events are for you! If you’d like to receive weekly
emails, let Karl know and he’ll add you to our YAMS Google Group.
Bible Study
Our “Greatest Hits Bible Study” continues this Thursday at 7:00 PM. We will be
meeting in the center office area. See you then!

17

Wonder Love and Praise - #845 Holy God [Trisagion]

Holy God, Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us.
Your ritesong purchase includes a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. This song may be printed in congregational song sheets
for one-time use. No permission is granted to include this song in a hymnal or other permanent or semi-permanent collection of songs. No other
form of the music, whether for use by a choir, organ or other accompaniments is covered by this license. Please contact the publishers for these
permissions.
If you have purchased ritesong individual songs you have the rite for a single one-time use as described above. You will need to purchase them
again for any other use.
If you have made an annual purchase of ritesong, these rights expire when your annual purchase lapses. You must maintain an annual purchase
to maintain license rights described above.
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Lift Every Voice and Sing II - #249 Hear Our Prayer, O Lord

Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord;
Incline thine ear to us, and grant us thy peace.
Your ritesong purchase includes a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. This song may be printed in congregational song sheets
for one-time use. No permission is granted to include this song in a hymnal or other permanent or semi-permanent collection of songs. No other
form of the music, whether for use by a choir, organ or other accompaniments is covered by this license. Please contact the publishers for these
permissions.
If you have purchased ritesong individual songs you have the rite for a single one-time use as described above. You will need to purchase them
again for any other use.
If you have made an annual purchase of ritesong, these rights expire when your annual purchase lapses. You must maintain an annual purchase
to maintain license rights described above.
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As We Gather at Your Table
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L O N E L I N E S S , COVID, and HOPE

Beloved Community in a Post-Pandemic World • March 30, 6:30 p.m.

Are you lonely and wondering how to escape from loneliness? Loneliness
affects people of every generation, race, creed and income. We cannot
buy ourselves out of loneliness or cure loneliness with pharmaceuticals
or accomplishments. The only cure for loneliness is each other.
On March 30th, three authors and thinkers will gather at St. Stephen’s
Episcopal Church on the OSU campus to lead a conversation about
will begin at 6:30 PM and is open and free to the public. There will be a
light supper beforehand, beginning at 5:45. Please RSVP for the dinner at
http://ststephens-columbus.org/lch/ or simply show up for the main event.
We are thrilled to be joined and led by:
Even before Covid, Americans were lonely.
Before the pandemic began, Kristen Radtke had
Kristen
Radtke
already set out to write Seek You: A Journey Through American Loneliness.
Wide ranging and wise, her essay explores the loneliness of our culture
cowboys, social media, mass shooters, psychologists
and more. She weaves her own personal experiences
throughout her book, inviting us to think about our own
lives and the stories of independence and individual
striving that we’ve been taught. “In America,” Radtke
says, “We’re trained not to bother each other, not to
ask for help, not to extend help; this conservative
ideology of pulling ourselves up by our bootstraps is
is possible, but that’s a total fallacy. It goes beyond the fact that we need
each other to acquire food and shelter. We also need each other to reinforce
our humanity.”
—Interview with Eliza Harris, Catapult Magazine, June 28, 2021

dual degrees in neuroscience and literature.
Angus Fletcher holds
His writing, consulting and research focuses on
how stories can help us solve the problem of simply
being human, with all of a human being’s desires, drives
and loneliness. “When we connect with a book, we can
ease...feelings of aloneness. Even though no one is
physically with us, our emotional connection to the
narrator’s voice or to the lives of the story’s characters
makes our brain feel like we’re in friendly company.”
we are inspired to seek friends in our everyday lives,
easing our sense of loneliness.

About St. Stephen’s
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church and
University Center is a progressive,
inclusive church on the northern edge of
the campus of The Ohio State University.
Faculty, staff, and students are active in
our community, and we joyfully involve
ourselves in campus life.
From social and civil rights activism
beginning in 1870, through providing
respite and reconciliation during the
1950s–60s unrest, to the mercy, justice,
and gender equality global ministries
of today, St. Stephens has long been a
force of positive change. As part of this
commitment to action, St. Stephen’s has
a history of hosting important national
and interfaith speakers.
St. Stephen’s 2022 speaker series
is based on Martin Luther King Jr.’s
principles of a Beloved Community.
We envision a society in a post-pandemic
world based on economic and social
justice and unconditional love. We seek
collaboration and partnerships with others
to build new relationships and to promote
dialogue and understanding in our
community and beyond.

Sponsors
•
•
•
•
•
•

Becoming Beloved Community
in the Diocese of Southern Ohio
The Center for Community Solutions
Methodist Theological School in Ohio
OSU Humanities Institute
OSU Institute for Democratic
Engagement and Accountability
OSU Interfaith Council

is the Director of the Center
amaha
selassie
for Applied Social Issues
at Sinclair Community College, a peace builder, social
humanity. As a community organizer, he helps us to
move beyond isolation to togetherness by asking,
“What do we want to see, what do we want to become?”
The shared vision of the communities that we form
gives us collective hope, based on a foundation of trust
and relationship.

30 West Woodruff Avenue
Columbus, OH 43210
(614) 294-3749
www.ststephens-columbus.org

