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Welcome to Worship at St. Stephen’s!
You will notice that this bulletin indicates moments in the service where sitting, standing,
or kneeling is customary. These are only customs, and if you find that you are uncomfortable in any of these postures, please pay attention to your body and change your prayer
posture as needed.
If you are interested in becoming more involved with St. Stephen’s, please fill out one of
the welcome cards at the usher’s table. It’s our priest’s practice to invite newcomers to
coffee or lunch, so after you fill out a card you can expect to be contacted soon.
The Arps Garage on College Road (kitty-corner from the south side of the church) is free
for parishioners to park in. Simply pick up a parking sticker from the welcome table.
Saint Stephen’s is a B.R.E.A.D. church, joining with 40 diverse congregations to act powerfully on local issues of justice and fairness such as gun violence, affordable housing and
strategies for maintaining discipline in public schools.. Learn more at www.breadcolumbus.org.
Saint Stephen’s is a founding member of Neighborhood Services, Inc. (NSI) , a community
food pantry serving the campus area. You can learn more about NSI at www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org.
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Throughout the service, the people’s responses are in italics.
Due to the ongoing pandemic, we ask that you wear a mask during the service.

Prelude
The people stand for the Processional Hymn.

Processional Hymn #456, O Love of God, how strong and true
O Love of God, how strong and true,
eternal and yet ever new;
uncomprehended and unbought,
beyond all knowledge and all thought.
O wide-embracing, wondrous Love,
we read thee in the sky above;
we read thee in the earth below,
in seas that swell and streams that flow.
We read thee best in him who came
to bear for us the cross of shame,
sent by the Father from on high,
our life to live, our death to die.
We read thy power to bless and save
e’en in the darkness of the grave;
still more in resurrection light
we read the fullness of thy might.
Words: Horatius Bonar (1808-1889)
Music: de Tar, Calvin Hampton (1938-1984)

Gathering of the Community
Blessed are you, holy and living One.
You come to your people and set them free.
There is one Body and one Spirit;
There is one hope in God’s call to us;
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
One God, Creator of all.
The Lord be with you.
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And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole
Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your
providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see
and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which
had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their
perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
The people are seated. The Wardens stand near the Bishop. The Bishop states the purpose of the
gathering, and concludes

People of St. Stephen's, you have reflected on your ministry and discerned your
choice for a new Rector.
Wardens: We have chosen and called Karl Peter Bush Stevens to be our Rector,
and he has accepted.
I commend your choice and affirm this call.
The Letter of Institution (BCP, p. 557) is read. The Bishop continues

Are you, the people of St. Stephen's, ready to continue in your ministry, with Karl
as your priest?
We are.
The Wardens escort the Priest from the nave to the front of the assembly. Representatives of the
parish present a symbolic “key to the church” and say

Karl, our church is much more than the building we occupy, but with this building
we welcome the campus, social service agencies and counseling services, and a
multitude of student groups into our midst. Join us in making our building a place
of help and respite for all people.
Rector: Amen. Let us live and worship in this space in the beauty of holiness.
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The Word of God
Representatives of the Lectors present a Bible and say

Karl, with this Bible we proclaim and hear God’s living Word. Join us in the
ministry of telling the Good News to the World.
Rector: Amen. Let us hear again the Good News of salvation.
The people sit.

A Reading from Acts
Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the
Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being
neglected in the daily distribution of food. And the twelve called together the
whole community of the disciples and said, ‘It is not right that we should neglect
the word of God in order to wait at tables. Therefore, friends, select from among
yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we
may appoint to this task, while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer
and to serving the word.’ What they said pleased the whole community, and they
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip,
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. They
had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on
them.
The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.
Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the
people. Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it
was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those from Cilicia and Asia,
stood up and argued with Stephen. But they could not withstand the wisdom and
the Spirit with which he spoke. Then they secretly instigated some men to say,
‘We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.’ They
stirred up the people as well as the elders and the scribes; then they suddenly
confronted him, seized him, and brought him before the council. They set up false
witnesses who said, ‘This man never stops saying things against this holy place
and the law; for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this
place and will change the customs that Moses handed on to us.’ And all who sat in
the council looked intently at him, and they saw that his face was like the face of
an angel.
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Then the high priest asked him, ‘Are these things so?’ And Stephen replied:
‘Brothers and fathers, listen to me. The God of glory appeared to our ancestor
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran,
‘Our ancestors had the tent of testimony in the wilderness, as God directed when
he spoke to Moses, ordering him to make it according to the pattern he had
seen. Our ancestors in turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the
nations that God drove out before our ancestors. And it was there until the time of
David, who found favour with God and asked that he might find a dwelling-place
for the house of Jacob. But it was Solomon who built a house for him. Yet the Most
High does not dwell in houses made by human hands; as the prophet says,
“Heaven is my throne,
and the earth is my footstool.
What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord,
or what is the place of my rest?
Did not my hand make all these things?”
‘You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are for ever
opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. Which of the prophets
did your ancestors not persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of
the Righteous One, and now you have become his betrayers and murderers. You
are the ones that received the law as ordained by angels, and yet you have not
kept it.’
When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at
Stephen. But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!’ But they covered
their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he
prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud
voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he died.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 31:1-5
In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; *
deliver me in your righteousness.
Incline your ear to me; *
make haste to deliver me.
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, *
for you are my crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, *
lead me and guide me.
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, *
for you are my tower of strength.
Into your hands I commend my spirit, *
for you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth.
The Poetry Pickers present a book of poetry and say

Karl, with the poems we pick, we affirm that the Holy Spirit is still speaking to the
world. Join us in listening for the Spirit’s voice as it speaks through art and poetry.
Rector: Amen. Let us hear the Holy Spirit’s voice in the words of a poet.

Primary Wonder
by Denise Levertov
Days pass when I forget the mystery.
Problems insoluble and problems offering
their own ignored solutions
jostle for my attention, they crowd its antechamber
along with a host of diversions, my courtiers, wearing
their colored clothes; caps and bells.
And then
once more the quiet mystery
is present to me, the throng’s clamor
recedes: the mystery
that there is anything, anything at all,
let alone cosmos, joy, memory, everything,
rather than void: and that, 0 Lord,
Creator, Hallowed one, You still,
hour by hour sustain it.
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The people stand and sing.

Gospel Hymn #571 All who love and serve your city
All who love and serve your city,
all who bear its daily stress,
all who cry for peace and justice,
all who curse and all who bless,
in your day of loss and sorrow,
in your day of helpless strife,
honor, peace and love retreating,
seek the Lord, who is your life.
In your day of wealth and plenty
wasted work and wasted play,
call to mind the word of Jesus,
“I must work while it is day.”
For all days are days of judgment,
and the Lord is waiting still,
drawing near a world that spurns him,
offering peace from Calvary’s hill.
Risen Lord! shall yet the city
be the city of despair?
Come today, our Judge, our Glory;
be its name, “The Lord is there!”
Words: Erik Routley (1917-1982), rev.
Music: Charlestown, melody from The Southern Harmony, 1835; harm. Alastair Cassels-Brown (b.
1927)

The Gospel
The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According To Matthew
Glory to You, O Christ.
Jesus said: “Therefore I send you prophets, sages, and scribes, some of whom you
will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from
town to town, so that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth,
from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah,
whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. Truly I tell you, all this
will come upon this generation.
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“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are
sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is
left to you, desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, “Blessed
is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’”
The Gospel of Our Savior.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The people sit for the Homily.

The Homily
Renewal of Baptismal Vows
The Altar Party proceeds to the font. The Bishop says

Karl; people of Saint Stephen's: in Holy Baptism we received full adoption through
God’s grace and full empowerment for ministry through the Holy Spirit. Will you
work together as partners in the mission of the Church, to reconcile all people to
God through Christ?
We will, with God’s help.
The water of baptism signifies our eternal covenant with God. In it we are buried
with Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are
reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to Christ, we bring into
his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
The Bishop may bless the water.

We pray you, O God, sanctify this water by the power of your Holy Spirit, that all
who in baptism are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the
risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.
Let us renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we
renounce Satan and all his works, and promise to serve God faithfully in God’s
holy Catholic Church.
Water is poured into the font and the Bishop leads the renewal of baptismal vows. The people's responses are in italics.
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Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus
Christ?
I do.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of
every human being?
I will, with God’s help.
May Almighty God, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit,
bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, and called us to ministry in Jesus Christ,
keep us in eternal life by his grace; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Hymn During the Asperges #385 Many and Great, O God, Are Thy
Works
Sung as the congregation may be sprinkled with the water.

Many and great, O God, are thy works,
maker of earth and sky;
thy hands have set the heavens with stars;
thy fingers spread the mountains and plains.
Lo, at thy word the waters were formed;
deep seas obey thy voice.
Grant unto us communion with thee,
thou star-abiding one;
come unto us and dwell with us;
with thee are found the gifts of life.
Bless us with life that has no end,
eternal life with thee.
Words: American folk hymn; para. Philip Frazier (1892-1964), alt.
Music: Dakota Indian Chant [Lacquiparle], Native American melody

The Prayers
The list of intercessions is brought forward by the intercessor from the congregation.

Karl, with this list we offer our prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings to God.
Rector: Amen. In the Spirit of God, who searches the heart and knows our deepest
needs, let us pray for the Church, the world, and all who yearn for Christ’s healing.
Remain standing or kneel.

A Litany for the Mission of the Church
Holy God, in whom all things in heaven and earth have their being,
Have mercy on us.
Jesus the Christ, through whom the world is reconciled to the Father,
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, whose glory fills the world and searches the depths of God,
Have mercy on us.
Blessed Trinity, source of both unity and diversity,
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Have mercy on us.
From blind hearts and petty spirits, that refuse to see the need of all humankind
for your love,
Savior, deliver us.
From pride, self-sufficiency and the unwillingness to admit our own need of your
compassion,
Savior, deliver us.
From discouragement in the face of pain and disappointment, and from lack of
persistence and thoroughness,
Savior, deliver us.
From ignorance, apathy, and complacency that prevent us from spreading the
Gospel,
Savior, deliver us.
O God, we pray for the gifts of ministry. Inspire our minds with a vision of your
kingdom in this time and place.
Hear us, O Christ.
Touch our eyes, that we may see your glory in all creation.
Hear us, O Christ.
Touch our ears, that we may hear from every mouth the hunger for hope and
stories of refreshment.
Hear us, O Christ.
Touch our lips, that we may tell in every tongue and dialect the wonderful works
of God.
Hear us, O Christ.
Touch our hearts, that we may discern the mission to which you call us.
Hear us, O Christ.
Touch our feet, that we may take your Good News into our neighborhoods,
communities, and all parts of the world.
Hear us, O Christ.
Touch our hands, that we may each accomplish the work you give us to do.
Hear us, O Christ.
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Strengthen and encourage all who minister in your name in lonely, dangerous and
unresponsive places.
Hear us, O Christ.
Open the hearts and hands of many to support your Church in this and every
place.
Hear us, O Christ.
Celebrant: Jesus, Savior, made know to us in broken bread and wine poured out
for reconciliation: Give us good courage for this work of mission that as we, too,
are broken poured, and shared for the world’s feeding, we find ourselves made
whole in you. Amen.
Representatives of our ministries with BREAD, NSI, God’s Table, and Manna Lunches come forward.

Karl, with our justice ministries we bring God’s love and repair of relationships
into our neighborhoods and our city. Join us in working for justice and caring for
the most vulnerable among us.
Rector: Amen. Let justice roll down like a river, and righteousness like an everflowing stream.

The Peace
The new Rector says to the people

The Peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Eucharist
Please stand. Representatives of the Altar Guild bring the people’s offering of bread and wine. Addressing the Rector, they say

Karl, when we share the bread and the cup, we proclaim our Savior’s death until
he comes. Join us at God’s table to offer and bless our gifts of bread and wine.
Rector: Amen. Together, let us keep the feast.
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Offertory Anthem, There is a Balm in Gilead
Sung by the choir

There is a balm in Gilead
To make the wounded whole
There is a balm in Gilead
To heal the sin-sick soul
Sometimes I feel discouraged
And think my work's in vain
But then the Holy Spirit
Revives my soul again
Don't ever feel discouraged
For Jesus is your friend
And if you lack of knowledge
He'll ne'er refuse to lend
If you cannot preach like Peter
If you cannot pray like Paul
You can tell the love of Jesus
And say, "He died for all".
Representatives of the Finance Committee bring the alms forward, and the other gifts of ministry are
placed on the altar and received with the following

We offer thanksgiving to God for the ministries represented by these symbols, and
ask God’s grace to live ever more fully into the commitments we have made in
Baptism. Amen.
The Bishop leads the Eucharistic Prayer

God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in Jesus Christ our Lord
you have received us as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of your
kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth.
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with all creation, all beings on this
earth, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy,
sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live
and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all.
Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery
of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we
offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also
that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy
of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in
Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God,
now and for ever. AMEN.
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And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil, for
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The Bread is given to the communicants with these words

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life.
Please stand and remain standing until the end of the service.

Communion Hymn #325 Let us break bread together on our knees
Let us break bread together on our knees;
when I fall on my knees,
with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.
Let us drink wine together on our knees;
when I fall on my knees,
with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.
Let us praise God together on our knees;
when I fall on my knees,
with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.
Words: African-American spiritual
Music: Let Us Break Bread, Afro-American spiritual; arr. and harm. David Hurd (b. 1950)
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Postcommunion Prayer
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a
people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and
continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
We have celebrated this new pastoral relationship in the great prayer of the
Church. Karl, I commend to your love and care the people of St. Stephen's. My
brothers and sisters in Christ, I commend to your love and care your new Rector,
colleague and friend, Karl.

Blessing
God’s blessing be with you,
Christ’s peace be with you,
the Spirit’s outpouring be with you, now and always. Amen.

Closing Hymn #412, Earth and all stars
Earth and all stars,
loud rushing planets,
sing to the Lord a new song!
O victory,
loud shouting army,
sing to the Lord a new song!
He hath done marvelous things.
I, too, will praise him with a new song!
Hail, wind, and rain,
loud blowing snowstorms,
sing to the Lord a new song!
Flowers and trees,
loud rustling dry leaves,
sing to the Lord a new song!
He hath done marvelous things.
I, too, will praise him with a new song!
Trumpet and pipes,
loud clashing cymbals,
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sing to the Lord a new song!
Harp, lute, and lyre,
loud humming cellos,
sing to the Lord a new song!
He hath done marvelous things.
I, too, will praise him with a new song!
Engines and steel,
loud pounding hammers,
sing to the Lord a new song!
Limestone and beams,
loud building workers,
sing to the Lord a new song!
He hath done marvelous things.
I, too, will praise him with a new song!
Classrooms and labs,
loud boiling test-tubes,
sing to the Lord a new song!
Athlete and band,
loud cheering people,
sing to the Lord a new song!
He hath done marvelous things.
I, too, will praise him with a new song!
Knowledge and truth,
loud sounding wisdom,
sing to the Lord a new song!
Daughter and son,
loud praying members,
sing to the Lord a new song!
He hath done marvelous things.
I, too, will praise him with a new song!
Words: Herbert F. Brokering (b. 1926)
Music: Earth and All Stars, David N. Johnson (1922-1987)
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Dismissal
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Postlude

The Offering this evening will go to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund.
Please join us in Hobson Hall after the service for a reception.
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