We l co m e t o
Saint Stephen’s
in the Christmas Season,
the shortest
season of the
Christian year.
There are only
twelve days of
Christmas, as
we know from
the song,
which means
that in some
years, depending on the day
of the week on
which Christmas falls,
there’s only
one Sunday in
the season. At
most there are
two. So we sing
as many carols
as we can as
we celebrate
the incarnation
of Christ as a
tiny child in an
out-of-theway place.

Christmas Eve
Family Service
December 24

2021

Welcome to Worship at St. Stephen’s!
You will notice that this bulletin indicates moments in the service where sitting, standing,
or kneeling is customary. These are only customs, and if you find that you are uncomfortable in any of these postures, please pay attention to your body and change your prayer
posture as needed.
If you are interested in becoming more involved with St. Stephen’s, please fill out one of
the welcome cards at the usher’s table. It’s our priest’s practice to invite newcomers to
coffee or lunch, so after you fill out a card you can expect to be contacted soon.
The Arps Garage on College Road (kitty-corner from the south side of the church) is free
for parishioners to park in. Simply pick up a parking sticker from the welcome table.
Saint Stephen’s is a B.R.E.A.D. church, joining with 40 diverse congregations to act powerfully on local issues of justice and fairness such as gun violence, affordable housing and
strategies for maintaining discipline in public schools.. Learn more at www.breadcolumbus.org.
Saint Stephen’s is a founding member of Neighborhood Services, Inc. (NSI) , a community
food pantry serving the campus area. You can learn more about NSI at www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org.

Worship Leaders this Morning
Preacher & Celebrant:

The Rev. Karl Stevens

Organist:

Dennis Davenport

Director of Children’s Formation:

Darien McCoy

Children’s Music Leader:

Jamie Massa

The Pageant was written by Darien McCoy and Jamie Massa with great assistance
by Racheal Smith and all the children.

Cover Painting: The Realms of Glory, KPB Stevens, mixed media on paper, 2021.
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Throughout the service, the people’s responses are in italics.

Prelude
Announcements
The people stand for the Processional Hymn.

Processional Hymn #83,O come, all ye faithful, v. 1,3, & 4
O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come, and behold him,
born the King of angels;
Refrain
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.
Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God,
glory in the highest;
Refrain
See how the shepherds,
summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze;
we too will thither
bend our joyful footsteps;
Refrain
Words: John Francis Wade (1711-1786); tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) and others
Music: Adeste fideles, present form of melody att. John Francis Wade (1711-1786); harm. The English
Hymnal, 1906
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Lucernaria for Christmas
The Advent Wreath and Christmas Candle are lit by the children.

The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia.
The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia.
And dwelt among us:
Alleluia, alleluia.
Glory to the One, Holy, and Undivided Trinity.
The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God, alleluia:
God has shone upon us, alleluia.

Song of Praise
Angels we have heard on high,
singing sweetly through the night,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their brave delight.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Collect for the Day
God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true
Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also
enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
The people sit.

A Reading from Isaiah
God spoke to Ahaz, who was a king of Judah. God said, “Ask me to do anything you
want as a sign: anything as high as the highest heaven or as deep as the deepest
sea. Go ahead and ask me for a sign so I can prove myself to you.”
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But Ahaz didn’t feel good about that. “I’m not going to ask you to prove yourself,
God. I won’t give you a test.”
Isaiah said, “Listen to me, people of the house of David. It is not enough for you to
wear out human beings, do you have to pester God as well? God will give you a
sign.
Here’s what it will be: A young girl will have a baby, and she will name him
Immanuel. By the time he starts walking he’ll have figured out the right way to live,
and how to turn away from bad choices.”
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 96:1-10
Sing to the Lord a new song; *
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.
Sing to the Lord and bless the divine name; *
proclaim the good news of our salvation from day to day.
Declare the glory of the Lord among the nations *
and the wonders of God among all peoples.
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, *
more to be feared than all gods.
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is you, O Lord, who made the heavens.
Oh, the majesty and magnificence of your presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of your sanctuary!
Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the divine name; *
bring offerings and come into the courts of the Lord.
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before God.
Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord reigns! *
The Lord who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved
will judge the peoples with equity.”
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The people stand and sing.

Gospel Hymn #99 Go Tell It On the Mountain
Refrain
Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere;
go tell it on the mountain,
that Jesus Christ is born!
While shepherds kept their watching
o’er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light.
Refrain
The shepherds feared and trembled
when lo! above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Savior’s birth.
Refrain
Down in a lowly manger
the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation
that blessèd Christmas morn.
Refrain
Words: African-American spiritual 19th cent.; adapt. John W. Work (1901-1967)
Music: Go Tell It on the Mountain, Afro-American spiritual, 19th cent.; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer (b.
1935)

The Christmas Pageant
The congregation is invited to sing along with the children when they burst into song!

Hark the Herald Angels Sing, verse 1
Hark! the herald angels sing
glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!
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Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem!
Hark! the herald angels sing
glory to the newborn King!
Joy to the World, verse 1
Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing.
Angels We Have Heard on High, verse 1
Angels we have heard on high,
singing sweetly through the night,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their brave delight.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Hymn #101, Away in the Manger
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
close by me for ever, and love me I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.
Words: Traditional carol
Music: Cradle Song, melody William James Kirkpatrick (1838-1921); harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams
(1872-1958)
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The Prayers of the People
We pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and
Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations
of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Celebrant: Most merciful and loving God, you have made this day holy by the
incarnation of your Son Jesus Christ, and by the child-bearing of the Blessed
Virgin Mary: Grant that we your people may enter with joy into the celebration of
this day, and may also rejoice for ever as your adopted children; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Please stand for the peace.

The Peace
The peace of God be with you.
And also with you.
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Doxology
As the offering plates are brought forward, we sing…

Praise God from whom all blessing flow,
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

The Holy Eucharist
Please stand.

God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The celebrant will improvise the Eucharistic Prayer. The Eucharistic Prayer consists of:

The Preface, which expresses our feelings about the season that we're in.
The Sanctus, where we join our voices with angels and archangels.
The Institution Narrative, in which we tell the story of the Last Supper.
The Memorial Acclamation, when we acknowledge that we’ve heard the story
and made it part of our lives.
• The Epiclesis, when we ask the Holy Spirit to come be with us.
•
•
•
•

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

A Celtic Version of the Lord’s Prayer
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer,
Life-giver, Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father & Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom.
Sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
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In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The Bread is given to the communicants with these words

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life.
Please stand and remain standing until the end of the service.

Communion Hymn #79, O Little Town of Bethlehem, v. 1-2
O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting Light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary;
and gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth!
and praises sing to God the King,
and peace to men on earth.
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Words: Phillips Brooks (1835-1893)
Music: St. Louis, Lewis H. Redner (1831-1908)

Postcommunion Prayer
Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of our Savior Jesus
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Hymn #111, Silent Night
As we sing the hymn, candlelight will be passed from pew to pew.

Silent night, holy night,
all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night,
shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848); tr. John Freeman Young (1820-1885)
Music: Stille Nacht, melody Franz Xaver Gruber (1787-1863); harm. Carl H. Reinecke (1824-1910)

Blessing
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly,
fill you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of the One, Holy, and Undivided
Trinity, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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Closing Hymn #100, Joy to the World!
Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the world! the Savior reigns;
let us our songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,
repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love.
Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt.
Music: Antioch, George Frideric Handel (1685-1759); adapt. and arr. Lowell Mason (1792-1872)

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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