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Welcome to Worship at St. Stephen’s! 
You will notice that this bulletin indicates moments in the service where sitting, standing, 
or kneeling is customary. These are only customs, and if you find that you are uncomfort-
able in any of these postures, please pay attention to your body and change your prayer 
posture as needed. 

If you are interested in becoming more involved with St. Stephen’s, please fill out one of 
the welcome cards at the usher’s table. It’s our priest’s practice to invite newcomers to 
coffee or lunch, so after you fill out a card you can expect to be contacted soon. 

The Arps Garage on College Road (kitty-corner from the south side of the church) is free 
for parishioners to park in. Simply pick up a parking sticker from the welcome table. 

Saint Stephen’s is a B.R.E.A.D. church, joining with 40 diverse congregations to act power-
fully on local issues of justice and fairness such as gun violence, affordable housing and 
strategies for maintaining discipline in public schools.. Learn more at www.breadcolum-
bus.org. 

Saint Stephen’s is a founding member of Neighborhood Services, Inc. (NSI) , a community 
food pantry serving the campus area. You can learn more about NSI at www.neighbor-
hoodservicesinc.org. 

Worship Leaders this Morning
Preacher & Celebrant: The Rev. Karl Stevens

Resident & Deacon: The Rev. Patricia Rose

Lector: Rae Fellows & Liz Hecker

Organist: Dennis Davenport

Cyber Sacristans: Taylor Kilgore

Altar Guild: Janet McNaughton

Cover Painting: Body & Belonging, KPB Stevens, mixed media on paper, 2021.

http://www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org
http://www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org
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Throughout the service, the people’s responses are in italics. 

Prelude 

Announcements 
The people stand for the Processional Hymn. Put a mask on and feel free to 
sing along! 

Processional Hymn #546, Awake, my soul, stretch 
every nerve 
Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve, 
and press with vigor on; 
a heavenly race demands thy zeal, 
and an immortal crown. 

A cloud of witnesses around 
hold thee in full survey; 
forget the steps already trod 
and onward urge thy way. 

’Tis God’s all-animating voice 
that calls thee from on high; 
’tis his own hand presents the prize 
to thine aspiring eye. 

Then wake, my soul, stretch every nerve, 
and press with vigor on; 
a heavenly race demands thy zeal, 
and an immortal crown. 

Words: Philip Doddridge (1702-1751) 
Music: Siroë, George Frideric Handel (1685-1759); adapt. Melodia Sacra, 1815 

Opening Acclamation 
Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.  
Glory to God for ever and ever.  

Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our  
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  

We are happy to 
know that many 
people new to wor-
ship in the Episco-
pal Church come to 
St. Stephen’s, and 
we welcome you! 
This column might 
h e l p yo u l e a r n 
about why we do 
what we do when 
we gather together 
fo r p raye r a n d 
praise.

We draw upon a 
vast tradition of 
hymns and songs 
from every centu-
ry and every place 
in the world. If a 
hymn number ap-
pears in this bul-
letin without any 
letters in paren-
thesis, it’s from the 
blue Hymnal 1982, 
which you can find 
in the pew racks. If 
there are letters in 
parenthesis after 
the hymn number, 
that means the 
hymn came from 
a n a l t e r n a t e 
source, and and 
t h e n e c e s s a r y 
sheet music ap-
pears at the back 
of the bulletin.
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perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gloria 
Please put on your mask before singing. 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. Lord 
God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we 
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory, Lord Jesus Christ, only 
Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father:  receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone 
are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Collect for the Day 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

O  God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing 
mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, 
running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of 
your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

The people sit. 

A Reading from Numbers 
The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites 
also wept again, and said, “If only we had meat to eat! We 
remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the 
cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 
but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but 
this manna to look at.” 

Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all 
at the entrances of their tents. Then the Lord became very 

A number of an-
cient hymns are 
still used by the 
church in worship. 
M a n y o f t h e s e 
hymns drew upon 
scripture, and the 
G l o r i a , w h i c h 
Christ ians have 
sung s ince the 
second century, is 
no exception. The 
words are drawn 
from the procla-
mation of the an-
gels to the shep-
herds, announcing 
Jesus ’s birth in 
Luke 2:14. 

A collect is a prayer 
that “collects” the 
t h o u g h t s a n d 
hopes of the con-
gregation. Each 
Sunday has its own 
assigned collect, 
which states the 
theme that most if 
not all of the lec-
tionary readings 
will address. 

T h e E p i s c o p a l 
Church fo l lows 
The Revised Com-
mon Lectionary, 
w h i c h a s s i g n s 
Sunday readings 
throug hout the 
year. Right now we 
are in Year B, and 
the Gospel of Mark 
will feature promi-
n e n t l y i n t h e 
months to come. 
The Gospel of John 
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angry, and Moses was displeased. So Moses said to the Lord, 
“Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not 
found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this 
people on me? Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to 
them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as 
a nurse carries a sucking child,’ to the land that you promised 
on oath to their ancestors? Where am I to get meat to give to 
all this people? For they come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us 
meat to eat!’ I am not able to carry all this people alone, for 
they are too heavy for me. If this is the way you are going to 
treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found favor in your 
sight—and do not let me see my misery.” 

So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders 
of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and 
officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have 
them take their place there with you.” 

So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; 
and he gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them 
all around the tent. Then the Lord came down in the cloud and 
spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and 
put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon 
them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. 

Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the 
other named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were 
among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, 
and so they prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and 
told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 
And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his 
chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” But Moses said 
to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s 
people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit 
on them!” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

is scattered across 
all three liturgical 
years, depending 
on the Sunday. In 
general, the other 
readings corre-
s p o n d t o t h e 
events and teach-
ings in the Gospel. 
The Readings con-
sist of passages 
from the Psalms, 
Hebrew Testament 
(also called the Old 
Testament) and/or 
the Christian Tes-
tament (also called 
the New Testa-
ment). Jesus was 
Je w i s h , a n d s o 
much of what he 
t a u g h t w a s i n-
spired by centuries 
of Jewish thinkers 
and sages. Chris-
tianity has always 
affirmed the need 
to stay connected 
to these Jewish 
roots.  

The poems & can-
ticles that we fre-
q u e n t l y u s e i n 
worship comment 
on the scripture 
readings, just like 
the hymns do. At 
St. Stephen’s, we 
have a dedicated 
group of poetry-
pickers who meet 
every six weeks or 
so to talk about the 
l e c t i o n a r y a n d 
choose the poems 
that we use in 
worship. 
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How I Talk to God 
by Kelly Belmonte 

Coffee in one hand 
leaning in to share, listen: 
How I talk to God. 

“Momma, you’re special.” 
Three-year-old touches my cheek. 
How God talks to me. 

While driving I make 
lists: done, do, hope, love, hate, try. 
How I talk to God. 

Above the highway 
hawk: high, alone, free, focused. 
How God talks to me. 

Rash, impetuous 
chatter, followed by silence: 
How I talk to God. 

First, second, third, fourth 
chance to hear, then another: 
How God talks to me. 

Fetal position 
under flannel sheets, weeping 
How I talk to God. 

Moonlight on pillow 
tending to my open wounds 
How God talks to me. 

Pulling from my heap 
of words, the ones that mean yes: 
How I talk to God. 

Infinite connects 
with finite, without words: 
How God talks to me. 
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A Reading from James 
Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any 
cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you 
sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have 
them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of 
the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord 
will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be 
forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray 
for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the 
righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being 
like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for 
three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then 
he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth 
yielded its harvest. 

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from 
the truth and is brought back by another, you should know 
that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save 
the sinner's soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 

Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

The people stand and sing. 

Gospel Hymn #552 Fight the good fight with all thy 
might 
Fight the good fight with all thy might, 
Christ is thy strength and Christ thy right; 
lay hold on life, and it shall be 
thy joy and crown eternally. 

Run the straight race through God’s good grace, 
lift up thine eyes and seek his face; 
life with its way before us lies, 
Christ is the path and Christ the prize. 

Cast care aside, lean on thy Guide; 
his boundless mercy will provide; 

In addition to a 
reading from the 
Hebrew Scriptures, 
our worship in-
cludes a reading 
from the Acts of 
the Apostles and 
from the Epistles. 
Epistles were let-
ters, written in the 
1st century AD by 
Saint Paul and by 
others, which were 
sent to the emer-
g e n t C h r i s t i a n 
communities scat-
tered throughout 
the Mediterranean 
world. 

As we sing the 
Gospel Hymn, we 
bring the Gospel to 
the center of the 
church because it 
is the center of our 
lives and worship.  



8

trust, and thy trusting soul shall prove 
Christ is its life and Christ its love. 

Faint not nor fear, his arms are near; 
he changeth not, and thou art dear; 
only believe, and thou shalt see 
that Christ is all in all to thee. 

Words: John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811-1875) 
Music: Pentecost, William Boyd (1847-1928) 

The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According 
To Mark 
Glory to You, O Christ. 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out 
demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he 
was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no 
one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon 
afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for 
us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to 
drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means 
lose the reward. 

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little 
ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great 
millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown 
into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is 
better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and 
to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes 
you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame 
than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your 
eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to 
enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes 
and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and 
the fire is never quenched. 

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt 
has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in 
yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 

There are four 
G o sp e l s in t h e 
New Testament. 
Three of them are 
synoptic, a word 
that means “with 
one eye.” These 
three Gospels were 
drawn from the 
same sources and 
tell many of the 
same stories, with 
different emphasis 
depending on the 
Gospel. The fourth 
Gospel, the Gospel 
of John, was writ-
ten for a specific, 
and now vanished, 
Christian commu-
nity, that had a 
very different set 
of concerns and 
i d e a s t h a n t h e 
communities that 
are addressed in 
t h e s y n o p t i c 
Gospels. 



9

The Gospel of Our Savior. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The people sit for the Homily. 

The Homily 

The people stand for the Nicene Creed. 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation  he 
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead,  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

Remain standing or kneel. 

The Prayers of the People 
In peace, let us pray to God, saying “Hear our prayer.” 

We offer prayers of thanksgiving and name these blessings in 
our lives... 

The homily is a 
time of exploring 
how the readings 
relate to and in-
form our daily liv-
ing.  

Since the Council of 
Nicea in 325 C.E., 
Christ ians have 
been saying an af-
firmation of faith 
as part of their 
worship. Saying 
such affirmations 
together connects 
us to the whole his-
tory of the Christ-
ian church. They 
affirm the Doctrine 
of the Trinity — the 
belief that God can 
be described as a 
relationship, as well 
as being described 
as three persons. 
They are corporate 
statements of belief 
and, as individuals, 
we have a variety of 
ways of understand-
ing them.  

Sometimes we get 
so wrapped up in 
our concerns for 
others, we forget to 
give thanks for their 
presence in our 
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God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the universal church, its members and its 
missions, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the nation, and all in authority, 
especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the welfare of the world, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the concerns of our local community, 
especially… 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for those who suffer, and those in any 
trouble, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for those in extended care facilities, 
especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the departed, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Celebrant: Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us 
one with your saints in heaven and on earth: Grant that in our 
earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this 
fellowship of love and prayer, and know ourselves to be 

lives. Although the 
Book of Common 
Prayer places the 
thanksgiving for the 
blessings in our 
lives at the end of 
the prayers, our 
parish chooses to 
put them first, so 
that we can call to 
mind the preemi-
nence of God ’s 
love..  

We pray for every-
thing — for our 
community, for our 
nat ion , for the 
w o r l d , a n d f o r 
everyone who has 
a s k e d u s f o r 
prayers. Requesting 
prayers is simple. 
Fill out the prayer 
request form that 
you’ll find on the 
lecture stand near 
the greeting table 
with as much in-
formation as you 
would like us to 
have. We’ll collect 
them and add your 
p raye r s t o o u r 
weekly prayer list. 
The list goes out 
each Tuesday to a 
dedicated group of 
people who will 
pray for you and 
your loved ones 
throug hout the 
week. The list is 
also used during 
our Sunday morn-
ing services. 



Although we are 
created good, we 
all miss the mark 
sometimes when 
interacting with 
God, the world, 
each other and 
ourselves. Confes-
sion is an oppor-
tunity to reset, to 
be forgiven for our 
mistakes, and to 
affirm our willing-
ness to try again. 

Sharing the Peace 
is an act of recon-
ciliation in which 
the body of Christ 
heals the wounds 
we inf lict upon 
each other. It is an 
act of personal 
blessing prior to 
the Eucharist. We 
are instructed in 
Matthew, Chapter 
5, that “if you enter 
your place of wor-
ship and, about to 
make an offering, 
you suddenly re-
member a grudge a 
friend has against 
you, abandon your 
offering, leave im-

11

surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy. We ask 
this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our intercessions 
are acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

Confession & Absolution 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen.  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.  

If you have been kneeling, stand for the peace. 

The Peace 
The peace of God be with you. 
And also with you. 

Offertory Anthem, Jubilate Deo, att. W.A. Mozart 
Sung by the Choral Scholars 
Jubilate Deo omnis terra: 
servite Dominuo in laetitia: 
laudate nomen ejus, quoniam suavis Dominus, est Dominus. 
Alleluia. 
Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands! 
Serve the Lord with gladness; 
Come before His presence with singing. 
Alleluia. 



mediately, go to 
this fr iend and 
make things right.” 
S h a r i n g G o d ’ s 
peace gives us an 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
make things right. 

The text of the 
S a n c t u s c o m e s 
from the Revela-
tion to Saint John 
and from Isaiah. It 
is the song that the 
seraphim sing to 
each other while 
worshipping the 
throne of God. But 
w h a t w e r e 
seraphim? They 
were composite 
creatures, heaven-
ly beings with hu-
man faces who had 
wings that were 
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Doxology 

As the offering plates are brought forward, we sing… 

Praise God from whom all blessing flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

The Holy Eucharist 
Please stand. 

God be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere 
to give thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and 
earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of 
the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject 
to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and 
die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker of 
all.  

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered 
himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the 
whole world.  
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 
Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we 
proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, 
in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s 
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and 
with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. 
AMEN.  

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from 

covered in eyes. 
Because they were 
made up of many 
creatures , they 
stand in for all of 
the creatures on 
earth. When we 
sing the Sanctus, 
w e , l i k e t h e 
seraphim, represent 
all earthly crea-
tures, speaking for 
them and praising 
God with them.  

Why do we empha-
size “one bread, one 
body”? We believe in 
Jesus as the only Son 
of God. We all share 
in one bread, repre-
senting the one body 
of Jesus, and one 
cup, memorializing 
the blood of Christ 
that was shed for 
our salvation.  

What do we believe 
is happening to the 
bread and wine to-
wards the end of the 
Eucharistic prayer? 
Jesus is spiritually 
present in the ele-
ments we share dur-
ing Holy Commu-
nion. Our interpre-
tations of what this 
means may differ 
from person to per-
son. We may un-
derstand this liter-
ally or figuratively. 
R e g a r d l e s s , we 
know this to be 
Christ’s true pres-
ence.  
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evil, for the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The Bread is given to the communicants with these words 

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in 
everlasting life. 

Please stand and remain standing until the end of the service. 

Communion Hymn #797 (WLP) I t’s me, it’s me, it’s 
me, O Lord 
the sheet music for this hymn can be found on page 21 of this bulletin. 

Refrain: 
It’s me, it’s me, O Lord, Standin’ in the need of prayer; 
It’s me, It’s me, O Lord, Standin’ in the need of prayer. 

Not my brother, not my sister, but it’s me, O Lord, 
standin’ in the need of prayer, 
not my brother, not my sister, but it’s me, O Lord, 
standin’ in the need of prayer. 

Refrain 

Not the preacher, not the deacon, but it’s me, O Lord, 
standin’ in the need of prayer, 
not the preacher, not the deacon, but it’s me, O Lord, 
standin’ in the need of prayer. 

Refrain 

Not my father, not my mother, but it’s me, O Lord, 
standin’ in the need of prayer, 

At St. Stephen’s, we 
have an “open table,” 
meaning that you 
are invited to receive 
the Eucharist re-
gardless of where 
you are on your faith 
journey. To receive 
communion, come 
forward down the 
center aisle when 
invited by the priest. 
The priest will place 
the bread in your 
palm. If you choose, 
you can dip the 
wafer into the wine 
in the chalice, taking 
care not to get your 
fingers in the wine.  
To receive a gluten 
free wafer, extend 
your hands, palm 
down, when receiv-
ing communion. If 
you would like a 
blessing from the 
priest in lieu of par-
taking in the Eu-
charist, please cross 
your hands over 
your chest.  
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not my father, not my mother, but it’s me, O Lord, 
standin’ in the need of prayer. 

Refrain 

Not the stranger, not my neighbor, but it’s me, O Lord, 
standin’ in the need of prayer, 
not the stranger, not my neighbor, but it’s me, O Lord, 
standin’ in the need of prayer. 

Refrain 

Words: Traditional 
Music: Negro Spiritual; arr. Carl Haywood (b. 1949), from The Haywood Col-
lection of Negro Spirituals 

Postcommunion Prayer 

Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 
Christ our Savior. Amen.  

Blessing 
The blessing of the One, Holy, and Undivided Trinity be with 
you now and always. Amen.  

Closing Hymn #344, Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing 
Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing; 
fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
let us each, thy love possessing, 
triumph in redeeming grace: 
O refresh us, O refresh us 
traveling through this wilderness. 

Thanks we give and adoration 
for thy Gospel’s joyful sound: 
may the fruits of thy salvation 
in our hearts and lives abound: 
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ever faithful, ever faithful 
to thy truth may we be found; 

so that when thy love shall call us, 
Savior, from the world away, 
fear of death shall not appall us, 
glad thy summons to obey. 
May we ever, may we ever 
reign with thee in endless day. 

Words: Att. to John Fawcett (1739/40-1817) 
Music: Sicilian Mariners, Sicilian melody; first published The European Mag-
azine and London Review, 1792, alt. 

Dismissal 
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Postlude



17

Parish News 
Make Your Sunday Offering with Your Phone 
It’s easy! At the Offertory, just open the camera app on your phone and point it at 
the QR code below. You’ll be prompted to open a secure website where you can 
make an online donation. 

 

Saying Goodbye to James Marquart 
Our beloved James, building manager of St. Stephen’s, is leaving to move back to 
Findlay and manage the family farm. James is a genius when it comes to plants, 
and the beauty of grounds owe a great deal to his efforts. We will be holding a 
reception for James after the 10:30 service on October 3rd, his last Sunday. Please 
give James your regards, and plan on attending the reception. 

Start of Children’s Formation Postponed until October 10th 
As some of you may have heard this past Sunday during announcements, we have 
had to reassess when to resume Children’s Formation and when to invite our 
children back to worship with us on Sundays. The tentative date was set for this 
Sunday but we have decided to push our presumed start date again.  This is still a 
tentative start date and will depend if COVID cases spike. But as for now our 
presumed start date will be Sunday, October 10th. This will also be the date of our 
St. Francis Feast Day where members of the parish will be welcome to bring their 
pets to worship to receive a special blessing. 

Meaning Making in the Chaos - An Online Healing Retreat 
Exhausted, and looking to find some meaning in all the trauma of the past year 
and a half? Satisfy that yearning to connect with creative spirits who want to make 
meaning — and change —  in the chaos. This event is for anyone who wants to 
transform themselves and their communities. The gathering will move between 
the larger group online session and a small group experience that can gather 
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virtually online or in person in your own home or community space, depending on 
your comfort level. In the gathering, you will experience stories of healing through 
creativity, deeply relaxing mindfulness practices, creative practices that will help 
you make meaning, and small group discussion and activities. The retreat will take 
place on Saturday, October 2nd from 1-4 PM. Got to https://defythetrend.com/
meaning-making/ to register. 

New Adult Formation Class: Experiments in Prayer & Meditation (October 7-21) 
Whether we pray regularly or barely at all, it’s common to feel disconnected from the 
riches of prayer. We may feel that our prayers are dry, ineffectual, that we don’t know 
how to pray, or “aren’t good at it.” Or, even though we may believe prayer is beneficial 
for us or the world, or that we “should” pray more often, we may find we just don’t 
find time for or feel like doing it. 

In this series, we’ll delve into the riches of prayer experientially by experimenting with 
a different form of contemplative prayer each week. 

October 7: Stillness 
October 14: Healing, using a form of Lectio Divina (divine reading) with the gospels 
October 21: Rest and Sabbath 

Until Franklin County returns to a moderate or low level of Covid spread, Adult 
Formation offerings will be online-only. You can join in on Thursday evenings from 
7:00 – 8:00 PM. 

NSI Donations for August & September 
For the remainder of August and all of September, NSI asks that we bring golden 
raisins and honey to church for our neighbors who use the food pantry. 

BREAD Update — BREAD House Meetings Coming Up! 
In the next few weeks, the St. Stephen’s BREAD Team will hold several listening 
sessions to hear from you what serious problem or experience concerns you right 
now. It is out of our listening to and discernment of these stories that BREAD sets 
and agenda for justice. On September 19th, students and young adults will 
participate in a House Meeting over lunch. The rest of the congregation is invited 
to a House Meeting and lunch on October 24th after the 10:30 service. 

This past year and a half has been really tough. Every one of our lives has been 
disrupted.  More than 700,000 people in the US have died.  Many others have 
gotten sick.  Many of us were isolated in our homes.  We were separated from 

https://defythetrend.com/meaning-making/
https://defythetrend.com/meaning-making/
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children, grandchildren, and parents. The police killings of George Floyd, Ahmaud 
Arbery, Breonna Taylor and so many others have forced a racial reckoning. 

We will gather as part of more than 150 house meetings from 40 congregations in 
Franklin County.  This is how we all reconnect and reflect on the past sixteen 
months. We do this as a justice ministry to create the kind of community that we 
want to see. 

BREAD uses Micah 6:8. "He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does 
the LORD require of you, but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God?” as a touchstone for congregations to see the frame of 
justice. The community of St Stephen’s does a good job of reminding us to be 
faithful, the humble walk and inward formation through worship, study, and 
fellowship. St. Stephen’s is engaged in mercy ministries with Mana lunches, 
donations to Neighborhood Services, a place for the Buckeye Alliance food bank, 
and serving meals with community at St John’s Town Street to name a few. 

But doing justice is not something a single congregation can do alone. When it 
comes to justice, the indicators in our city are not good. And biblically, the work of 
justice is to hold “the people in power” accountable for the fair treatment of all 
people, especially the poor, the widow and the orphan. So Moses and the prophets 
challenge Pharaoh, the King, the nobles and officials publicly. 

As individuals and individual congregations, we do not have enough power to hold 
officials accountable. Fortunately, we have a biblical model for how to build and 
use power to hold officials accountable: Nehemiah 5. We will talk about Nehemiah 
later in the meeting when we talk about how we can answer God’s call to “do 
justice”. 

Upcoming Forum on October 13 at 2:00 PM: Housing & ID – Helping Our Un-
housed Neighbors 
Affordable housing is an endemic need in Columbus, and we at St. Stephen’s know 
many people who struggle to find housing. Some of our unhoused friends are kept 
on the streets simply because they don’t have valid ID cards, so the drive to make 
housing more affordable and the hope of creating a Municipal ID system for 
Columbus are intimately linked. On October 13 we will be inviting city officials to a 
public forum at St. Stephen’s, where we will hear the stories of unhoused people 
and investigate why it’s so hard to create more affordable housing in Columbus. 
Please join us and let your voice be heard! 
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YAMS News & Events 
If you are a young adult, these events are for you! If you’d like to receive weekly 
emails, let Karl know and he’ll add you to our YAMS Google Group. 

YAMS Bible Study Starting on September 30th 
We’re going to start holding a YAMS Bible Study on Thursday Nights from 7:00 – 
8:00 starting on a week from this Thursday, September 30th. We’ll meet at the 
church, and will try to provide rides to anyone who needs one. This will be a 
“Greatest Hits” Bible Study, a whirlwind tour through scripture. The first four 
sessions will be devoted to Genesis, focused on: 

The Primal History (creation stories, Noah’s Ark, etc.) 
The Abraham Cycle 
The Jacob Cycle 
The Joseph Cycle 

After that, we’ll move on to Exodus. 

Young Adult Retreat, October 8-10 at Procter Camp & Conference Center 
It’s time to take a break! Join the Diocese of Ohio’s Campus Ministries on a Retreat 
to Play, Pray, Rest! Friday afternoon October 8th to Sunday, October 10th.  

Music, games, Hiking, Art, Worship, Yoga, Renewal! Bring Your Sense of Humor, 
your love for play your journey of faith.  Invite your friends!  

Go to ststephens-columbus.org to learn more. 

OSU Interfaith Dinner on Wednesday, October 20 from 6:30 – 8:30 
The interfaith council of the Ohio State University is excited to host the first 
interfaith progressive dinner of the ’21-22 school year. 
We will gather at 6:30pm at ISKCON Columbus [379 West 8th Ave] for a vegetarian 
meal and conclude at H20 Church [1385 Neil Ave] for dessert and discussion. 

A donation of $10 to help cover food costs is appreciated at the time of the event. 

Guests are asked to wear long pants and remain masked as you are able. 

**Space is limited so please register for a ticket here: https://bit.ly/
osuinterfaithdinner 

http://ststephens-columbus.org
https://bit.ly/osuinterfaithdinner
https://bit.ly/osuinterfaithdinner
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Wonder Love and Praise - #797 It’s me, it’s me, it’s me, O Lord
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