
WORSHIP AT ST. STEPHEN’S

The Fifth Sunday of Easter Season 



Welcome to Worship at St. Stephen’s! 
You will notice that this bulletin indicates moments in the service 
where it is customary to sit, stand, and kneel. These are only 
customs, and if you find that you are uncomfortable in any of these 
postures, please pay attention to your body and change your prayer 
posture as needed. 

If you are visiting for the first time, please fill out one of the 
welcome cards at the usher’s table. 

If you parked in the ARPS Parking Garage (Parking Garage B), your 
parking is free. Simply pick up a parking sticker from one of the 
ushers. 

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, most of our worship services and 
formation opportunities are currently online. Visit us at ststephens-
columbus.org to discover everything that we have to offer, including 
social justice and charitable activities. 

Saint Stephen’s is a B.R.E.A.D. church, joining with 40 diverse 
congregations to act powerfully on local issues of justice and 
fairness. Learn more at www.breadcolumbus.org. 

Saint Stephen’s is a founding member of Neighborhood Services, Inc. 
www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org. 

Worship Leaders this Morning
Celebrant: The Rt. Rev. Kenneth Price

Preacher: The Rev. Karl Stevens

Lectors: Rich Horton & Norm Wernet

Intercessor: Cynthia Whitacre

Greeters Rachael Smith

Cyber Sacristans: Daniel Buey and Molly Cooke

Cover Painting: The True Vine, KPB Stevens, gouache on paper, 2021. 

http://www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org


Throughout the service, the people’s responses are in italics. 

Prelude 

Announcements 
The people stand. 

Opening Hymn #319 You, Lord, we praise in songs of 
celebration 
You, Lord, we praise in songs of celebration 
for this feast of our salvation. 
Here at your table every life you nourish; 
by your grace we all may flourish. 
Kyrie eleison. 
In the light of your Incarnation 
all creation knows the love of God, 
and in you finds release 
that we all might live in peace. 
Kyrie eleison. 

You, Lord, in our stead to the grave descended 
when by sin our life was ended. 
No greater love than this to you could bind us; 
daily still your mercies find us. 
Kyrie eleison. 
Bind our hearts as one we implore you, 
who adore you and confess your Name. 
Thus may we ever be 
yours in peace and unity. 
Kyrie eleison. 

Words: Russell Schulz-Widmar (b. 1944); based on German folk hymn and 
Martin Luther (1483-1546) 
Music: Gott sei gelobet, melody from Miltenberger Processionale, 15th cent. 
adapt. Geistliche Gesangbüchlein, 1524, alt., harm. Hymnal 1982, after Hans 
Leo Hassler (1496-1570); perc. David Hurd (b. 1950) 

The Easter Acclamation 
Alleluia. Christ is Risen 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia. 



There is one Body and one Spirit; 
There is one hope in God's call to us; 

One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
One God and Father of all. 

The Gloria  
Sung by the St. Stephen’s Choral Scholars. Until the pandemic is over, please 
listen along but don’t sing. 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord 
God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we 
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory, Lord Jesus Christ, only 
Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father:  receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone 
are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Collect for the Day 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us 
so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the 
truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in 
the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The people sit. 

A Reading from Acts 
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the 
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 
(This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there 
was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, 
queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He 
had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; 



seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then 
the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So 
Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. 
He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He 
replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of 
the scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
so he does not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
Who can describe his generation? 
For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” Then 
Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he 
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going 
along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, 
“Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 
He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and 
the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 
When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on 
his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he 
was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to 
all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 22:24-30 
God does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;  
neither turns away from them; *  
when they cry to the Lord, they are heard.  

My praise is of God in the great assembly; *  
I will perform my vows in the presence  
of those who worship the Lord.  



The poor shall eat and be satisfied,  
and those who seek the Lord shall give praise: *  
“May your heart live for ever!”  

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, *  
and all the families of the nations shall bow before God.  

For sovereignty belongs to the Lord, *  
who rules over the nations.  

To God alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *  
all who go down to the dust fall before God.  

My soul shall live for God; my descendants shall serve God; * 
they shall be known as the Lord’s for ever.  

A Reading from 1 John 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever 
does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love 
was revealed among us in this way: God sent the divine Son 
into the world so that we might live through him. In this is 
love, not that we loved God but that God loved us and sent the 
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God 
loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one 
has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and 
God’s love is perfected in us. 

By this we know that we abide in God and God in us, because 
God has given us of the divine Spirit. And we have seen and do 
testify that the maker of all has sent the Son as the Savior of 
the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the 
Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and 
believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God 
abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that 
we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as God 
is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect 
love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love 
because God first loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and 
hate their siblings in the world and in the faith, are liars; for 



those who do not love a sibling whom they have seen, cannot 
love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we 
have from God is this: those who love God must love their 
siblings also. 

Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

The people stand 

Gospel Hymn #487 Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life 
Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: 
such a way as gives us breath; 
such a truth as ends all strife; 
such a life as killeth death. 

Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: 
such a light as shows a feast; 
such a feast as mends in length; 
such a strength as makes his guest. 

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 
such a joy as none can move; 
such a love as none can part; 
such a heart as joys in love. 

Words: George Herbert (1593-1633) 
Music: The Call, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According 
To John 
Glory to You, O Christ. 

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is 
the vine grower. My Father removes every branch in me that 
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit my Father prunes 
to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by 
the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in 
you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am 
the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 



them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 
nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into 
the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My 
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 
become my disciples.” 

The Gospel of Our Savior. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The people sit for the Homily. 

The Homily 

Confirmation Hymn #766 (WLP) You’re called by 
name, forever loved 
You’re called by name, for ever loved, 
adopted as a child of God. 
Now one with us, the family 
of those who know and love the Lord. 

Refrain: In your hands we place your own. 
Lord, in their lives make your love known. 

Marked as Christ’s own, signed by the cross 
where Jesus for our sins once died. 
with Jesus buried in his death, 
called to confess Christ crucified. 

Refrain 

Raised to new life, a life of grace, 
set free from sin, in Christ to grow; 
his resurrection to proclaim, 
his love in all of life to know. 

Refrain 

Sealed by the Spirit, Lord of life, 
sustained and strengthened by his might. 
Joined to the church to share, with us, 
the inheritance of saints in light. 



Refrain 

Words: Rosalind Brown (b. 1953) 
Music: Sara H., Kevin R. Hackett (b. 1956) 

Presentation & Examination of the Candidates for 
Confirmation & Reception 
Bishop: The Candidate(s) will now be presented. 

Presenter: I present these persons for Confirmation and these 
persons to be received into this Communion. 

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 

Candidates: I do. 

Bishop: Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

Candidates: I do, and with God's grace I will follow him as my 
Savior and Lord. 

After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses the congregation, saying 

Bishop: Will you who witness these vows do all in your 
power to  support these persons in their life in Christ? 

People: We will. 

Bishop: Let us join with those who are committing themselves 
to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 

The Baptismal Covenant 

Bishop: Do you believe in God the Father? 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth. 

Bishop: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. He 
was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 
Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead. 



Bishop: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. 

Bishop: Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

People: I will, with God's help. 

Bishop: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you 
fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People: I will, with God's help. 

Bishop: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 
News of God in Christ? 

People: I will, with God's help. 

Bishop: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving  
your neighbor as yourself? 

People: I will, with God's help. 

Bishop: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 
and respect the dignity of every human being? 

People: I will, with God's help. 

Prayers for the Candidates 

The Bishop then says to the congregation 

Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their 
commitment to Christ. 

A Person appointed leads the following petitions 

Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 



Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

A period of silence follows. Then the Bishop says 

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and 
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have overcome sin 
and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy 
Spirit you have bound us to your service.  Renew in these your 
servants the covenant you have made with them at their 
Baptism.   Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to 
perform the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says 

For Confirmation:  

Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit;  
empower her/him/them for your service; and sustain her/him 
/them all the days of his life. Amen. 

or this 

Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace, that 
she/he/they may continue yours for ever, and daily increase 
in your Holy Spirit more and more, until she/he/they comes 
to your everlasting kingdom.  Amen. 

For Reception: 

N., we recognize you as a member of the one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church, and we receive you into the fellowship of 
this Communion.   God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, 
preserve, and keep you.  Amen. 



Concluding Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, let your fatherly hand ever be 
over these your servants; let your Holy Spirit ever be with 
them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of 
your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with 
you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Peace 
The peace of God be with you. 
And also with you. 

At the peace, you are invited to wave to, bow to, or exchange a verbal greeting 
with your neighbors. Please do not shake hands or hug until the Covid-19 
Pandemic is over. 

The Holy Eucharist 
God be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere 
to give thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and 
earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious 
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the  
true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken  
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed  
death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us 
everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 



Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to 
evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all.  

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered 
himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the 
whole world.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 
Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we 
proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, 
in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s 
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and 
with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN.  



And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from 
evil, for the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.  
Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.  

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The Bread is given to the communicants with these words 

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in 
everlasting life. 

Postcommunion Prayer 
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image 
and nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, 
healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  

Easter Blessing 
God’s Blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, the 
Spirit’s outpouring be with you, now and always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn #213 Come away to the skies 
Come away to the skies, 
my beloved, arise 



and rejoice in the day thou wast born; 
on this festival day, 
come exulting away, 
and with singing to Zion return. 

Now with singing and praise, 
let us spend all the days, 
by our heavenly Father bestowed, 
while his grace we receive 
from his bounty, and live 
to the honor and glory of God. 

For the glory we were 
first created to share, 
both the nature and kingdom divine! 
Now created again 
that our lives may remain, 
throughout time and eternity thine. 

We with thanks do approve 
the design of that love 
which hath joined us to Jesus’ Name; 
so united in heart, 
let us nevermore part, 
till we meet at the feast of the Lamb. 

Hallelujah we sing, 
to our Father and King, 
and his rapturous praises, repeat: 
to the Lamb that was slain, 
hallelujah again, 
sing, all heaven, and fall at his feet. 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
Music: Middlebury, melody from The Southern Harmony, 1835; harm. Jack W. 
Burnam (b. 1946); alt. acc. Marilyn J. Keiser (b. 1941) 

Dismissal 
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.



Parish News 
Welcome Bishop Ken Price & Mariann 
We are deeply grateful to Bishop Price for his willingness to be 
with us this Sunday. The Bishop is joining us as a special favor 
to our parish, since the Covid-19 Pandemic kept us from 
having confirmations and receptions on the day of our official 
Episcopal visit in November. Bishop Price has been a wonderful 
leader during this time, and the entire diocese has benefitted 
greatly from his wisdom, generosity, and steady hand. Please 
make it a point to thank him and Mariann after the service. 

Congratulations to Those Being Confirmed and Received 
Today! 
We offer our heart-felt congratulations to Coleton Raver, 
Dylan Flint, Leilani Lotti, and Chloe Brooks, who are being 
confirmed this morning, and to Sergio Carlos Tamez and Sarah 
Huelskoetter, who are being received into the Episcopal 
Church. 

Lay Worship Leaders Needed! 
We have a wonderful group of lectors, intercessors, greeters,  
acolytes, and cyber sacristans, but we are always in need of 
more help. If you’re interested in learning about and taking on 
any of these roles, please let Karl know. 

Drivers Needed for Parishioners on Sundays 
Many of you know our fellow parishioners Frank Molesssa and 
Bob Harmon. Frank and Bob live in assisted living centers and 
they are requesting rides to church on Sundays. Some of those 
who have done this in the past can no longer do so. It would be 
ideal to have four people/families willing to help with 
transport. Please contact Linda Richter at lapudvan@gmail.com 
if you can help with Frank, and contact Karl Stevens at 
rector@ststephens-columbus.org if you can provide 
transportation for Bob. Thanks! 



Instrumentalists Needed! 
Our Choral Scholars have sustained us musically throughout 
the last year, but three of them are graduating and their time 
with us will end at Pentecost. We are hoping that our summer 
worship will be enhanced musically through a combination of a 
cantor, organ and piano music played by Dennis, and 
instrumental music played by guest musicians. If you are a 
skilled instrumentalist and are willing to play during our 
s e r v i c e s , p l e a s e c o n t a c t D e n n i s d i r e c t l y a t 
ddavenport@otterbein.edu.  Instrumentalists will be asked to 
provide two or more pieces per service, and rehearse with 
Dennis beforehand. 

Book Club for May 
In May, we are discussing  Columbus Noir  (a book of short 
stories set in Columbus) edited by Andrew Welsh-
Huggins.  Everyone is welcome to join the Zoom meeting on 
Wednesday, May 5, 2021 at 7:00pm for a conversation about 
this book.  If you are interested in attending, please contact 
Cynthia Whitacre for the link.  We plan to continue meeting 
online at least through June.  If you wish to read ahead, the 
book for June is  The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee: Native 
America from 1890 to the Present by David Treuer.  

NSI Donations for April:  
Toothpaste and Mouthwash (Toothbrushes not needed - NSI 
has plenty!) 

Food and material donations are included in our annual 
Episcopal Community Ministries (ECM) grant application 
which benefits NSI. Your generosity in 2020 resulted in a 
$6,000.00 grant for 2021!  

Martin Butler Will Preach on May 16th 
Martin is the director of NSI, and is a wonderful and very 
dynamic leader. We’ve always enjoyed it when he’s preached at 
St. Stephen’s, and we’re very excited to have him back on May 
16th, when he will preach at both services. 



Save the Date -  Nehemiah Action, Tuesday, May 11th 
6:45pm, Drive-in and Online 
You are invited to join us in making the world a better place, 
via Zoom, right from your own home! On Tuesday, May 11th, 
several thousand Columbus residents will log on to meet with 
elected officials and encourage them to adopt proven 
solutions to problems in the areas of affordable housing, jobs, 
gun violence and police reform. The proposed solutions have 
been carefully researched and explained to these officials prior 
to May 11th by the organization known as BREAD (Building 
Responsibility, Equality and Dignity). BREAD is comprised of 
people from diverse faith groups all over Central Ohio. Since 
their founding in 1996 they have contributed to problem 
solving in a variety of areas including abandoned housing, 
transportation, education, truancy, neighborhood clean-up, 
and treatment teams and halfway houses for folks affected by 
mental illness. BREAD Rises! 

To register to attend the Nehemiah Action, and learn more 
about the event, visit this link: https://www.tickettailor.com/
events/breadorganization/510270. 



Poem for Your Pocket 

Paradise 
Louise Gluck 

I grew up in a village: now 
it’s almost a city. 
People came from the city, wanting 
something simple, something 
better for the children. 
Clean air, nearby 
a little stable. 
All the streets 
named after sweetheart or girl children. 

Our house was gray, the sort of place 
you buy to raise a family. 
My mother’s still there, all alone, 
When she’s lonely, she watches television. 
The houses get closer together, 
the old trees die or get taken down. 

 
In some ways, my father’s 
close, too; we call 
a stone by his name. 
Now, above his head, the grass blinks, 
in spring, when the snow has melted. 
Then the lilac blooms, heavy, like clusters of grapes. 

They always said 
I was like my father, the way he showed 
contempt for emotion. 
They’re the emotional ones, 
my sister and my mother. 

More and more 
my sister comes from the city, 
weeds, tidies the garden. My mother 
lets her take over: she’s the one 
who cares, the one who does the work. 



To her, it looks like country–– 
the clipped lawn, strips of colored flowers. 
She doesn’t know what it once was. 

But I know, like Adam, 
I was the firstborn. 
Believe me, you never heal, 
you never forget the ache in your side, 
the place where something was taken away 
to make another person.


