
WORSHIP AT ST. STEPHEN’S

The Third Sunday of Easter Season 



Welcome to Worship at St. Stephen’s! 
You will notice that this bulletin indicates moments in the service 
where it is customary to sit, stand, and kneel. These are only 
customs, and if you find that you are uncomfortable in any of these 
postures, please pay attention to your body and change your prayer 
posture as needed. 

If you are visiting for the first time, please fill out one of the 
welcome cards at the usher’s table. 

If you parked in the ARPS Parking Garage (Parking Garage B), your 
parking is free. Simply pick up a parking sticker from one of the 
ushers. 

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, most of our worship services and 
formation opportunities are currently online. Visit us at ststephens-
columbus.org to discover everything that we have to offer, including 
social justice and charitable activities. 

Saint Stephen’s is a B.R.E.A.D. church, joining with 40 diverse 
congregations to act powerfully on local issues of justice and 
fairness. Learn more at www.breadcolumbus.org. 

Saint Stephen’s is a founding member of Neighborhood Services, Inc. 
www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org. 

Worship Leaders this Morning
Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. Karl Stevens

Lectors: Janet McNaughton & Stuart Hobbs

Intercessor: Norm Wernet

Greeters Rachael Smith

Acolytes Dale Smith & Coleton Raver

Cyber Sacristans: Daniel Buey & Molly Cooke

http://www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org


Throughout the service, the people’s responses are in italics. 

Prelude 

Announcements 
The people stand. 

Opening Hymn #182 Christ is Alive Let Christians 
Sing! 
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 
His cross stands empty to the sky. 
Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
His love in death shall never die. 

Christ is alive! No longer bound 
to distant years in Palestine, 
he comes to claim the here and now, 
and conquer every place and time. 

Not throned above, remotely high, 
untouched, unmoved by human pains 
but daily, in the midst of life, 
our Saviour, with the Father reigns. 

In every insult, rift and war, 
where color, scorn or wealth divide, 
he suffers still, yet loves the more, 
and lives, though ever crucified. 

Christ is alive! His Spirit burns 
through this and every future age, 
till all creation lives and learns 
his joy, his justice, love and praise. 

Text: Brian A.Wren (b. 1936) 
Music, Truro melody from Psalmodia Evangelica, Part 11, 1789 



The Easter Acclamation 
Alleluia. Christ is Risen 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Prayer for Children as They Go to Children’s Church 
Mothering God, you see your children growing up in an 
unsteady and confusing world: Show them that your ways give 
more life than the ways of the world, and that following you is 
better than chasing after selfish goals. Help them to take failure, 
not as a measure of their worth, but as a chance for a new start. 
Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and to keep alive 
their joy in your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gloria 
Sung by the St. Stephen’s Choral Scholars. Until the pandemic is over, please 
listen along but don’t sing. 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord 
God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we 
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory, Lord Jesus Christ, only 
Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father:  receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone 
are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Collect for the Day 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples 
in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we 
may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

The people sit. 



A Reading from Acts 
Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you 
wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our 
own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of 
our ancestors has glorified Jesus, whom you handed over and 
rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to 
release him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and 
asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the 
Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 
witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made 
this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is 
through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the 
presence of all of you. 

“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did 
also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what was foretold 
through all the prophets, that the Messiah would suffer. 
Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be 
wiped out.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 4 
Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * 
you set me free when I am hard-pressed; 
have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * 
how long will you worship dumb idols 
and run after false gods?” 

Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful * 
and will hear me when I call. 

Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 

Offer the appointed sacrifices * 
and put your trust in the Lord. 



Many are saying, “Oh, that we might see better times!” *  
Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O Lord. 

You have put gladness in my heart, * 
more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 

I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 
for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety. 

A Reading from 1 Corinthians 
But someone will ask, ‘How are the dead raised? With what 
kind of body do they come?’ Fool! What you sow does not 
come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not 
sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat 
or of some other grain. But God gives it a body as God has 
chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. Not all flesh is 
alike, but there is one flesh for human beings, another for 
animals, another for birds, and another for fish. There are both 
heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the 
heavenly is one thing, and that of the earthly is another. There 
is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and 
another glory of the stars; indeed, star differs from star in 
glory. 

So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is 
perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in 
dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is 
raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a 
spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a 
spiritual body. Thus it is written, ‘The first man, Adam, became 
a living being’; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it 
is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the 
spiritual. The first human was from the earth, a person of dust; 
the second person is from heaven. As was the person of dust, 
so are those who are of the dust; and as is the person of 
heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne 
the image of the person of dust, we will also bear the image of 
the person of heaven. 

What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable 
inherit the imperishable. Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We 



will not all die, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed. For this perishable body must put on imperishability, 
and this mortal body must put on immortality. When this 
perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body 
puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be 
fulfilled: 

‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’ 
‘Where, O death, is your victory? 
Where, O death, is your sting?’ 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But 
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always 
excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know that in 
God  your labour is not in vain. 

Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

The people stand 

Gospel Hymn #766 (WLP) You’re Called by Name, 
Forever Loved 
You’re called by name, forever loved, adopted as a child of God. 
Now one with us, the family of those who know and love the Lord. 
In your hands we place your own. 
Lord, in their lives make your love known. 

Marked as Christ’s own, signed by the cross where Jesus for 
our sins once died. 
with Jesus buried in his death, called to confess Christ 
crucified. 
In your hands we place your own. 
Lord, in their lives make your love known 

Raised to new life, a life of grace, set free from sin, in Christ to grow; 
his resurrection to proclaim, his love in all of life to know. 



In your hands we place your own. 
Lord, in their lives make your love known 

Sealed by the Spirit, Lord of life, sustained and strengthened 
by his might. 
Joined to the church to share, with us, the inheritance of saints 
in light. 
In your hands we place your own. 
Lord, in their lives make your love known 

Words: Rosalind Brown (b. 1953) 
Music: Sara H., Kevin R. Hackett (b. 1956) 

The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According 
To Luke 
Glory to You, O Christ. 

Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” They were startled and terrified, and 
thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why 
are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 
Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me 
and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see 
that I have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving 
and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here 
to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it 
and ate in their presence. 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you—that everything written about me in 
the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.” 

The Gospel of Our Savior. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



The people sit for the Homily. 

The Homily 

The people stand for the Credal Statement. 

A Celtic Creed 
We give our hearts to God above us, maker and sustainer of all 
life, of sun and moon, of water and earth, of people of all 
genders. 

We give our hearts to God beside us, Jesus Christ, the word made 
flesh, born of a woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed 
to a tree. A man of sorrows, he died forsaken. He descended into 
the earth to the place of death. On the third day he rose from the 
tomb. He ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present, and 
His Beloved Community will come on earth. 

We give our hearts to God within us, the Holy Spirit of 
Pentecostal fire, life-giving breath of the Church, Spirit of 
healing and forgiveness, source of resurrection and of eternal 
life. 

The Prayers of the People 
In peace, let us pray to God, saying “Hear our prayer.” 

We offer prayers of thanksgiving and name these blessings in 
our lives... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the universal church, its members and its 
missions, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the nation, and all in authority, 
especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 



We offer prayers for the welfare of the world, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the concerns of our local community, 
especially… 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for those who suffer, and those in any 
trouble, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for those in extended care facilities, 
especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the departed, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Celebrant: O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your 
people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion 
upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, 
O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Peace 
The peace of God be with you. 
And also with you. 

At the peace, you are invited to wave to, bow to, or exchange a verbal greeting 
with your neighbors. Please do not shake hands or hug until the Covid-19 
Pandemic is over. 



The Holy Eucharist 
God be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere 
to give thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and 
earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious 
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the  
true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken  
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed  
death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us 
everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject 
to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and 
die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker of 
all.  

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered 
himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the 
whole world.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 
Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 



eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we 
proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, 
in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s 
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and 
with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. 
AMEN.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from 
evil, for the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen. 



The Breaking of the Bread 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.  
Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.  

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The Bread is given to the communicants with these words 

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in 
everlasting life. 

Postcommunion Prayer 
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image 
and nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, 
healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  

Easter Blessing 
God’s Blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, the 
Spirit’s outpouring be with you, now and always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn #492 Sing, ye faithful, sing with gladness 
Sing, ye faithful, sing with gladness, 
wake your noblest, sweetest strain, 
with the praises of your Savior 
let his house resound again; 
him let all your music honor, 
and your songs exalt his reign. 

Sing how he came forth from heaven, 
bowed himself to Bethlehem’s cave, 
stooped to wear the servant’s vesture, 
bore the pain, the cross, the grave, 
passed within the gates of darkness, 
thence his banished ones to save. 



So, he tasted death for mortals, 
he, of humankind the head, 
sinless one, among the sinful, 
Prince of life, among the dead; 
thus he wrought the full redemption, 
and the captor captive led. 

Now on high, yet ever with us, 
from his Father’s throne the Son 
rules and guides the world he ransomed, 
till the appointed work be done, 
till he see, renewed and perfect, 
all things gathered into one. 

Words: John Ellerton (1826-1893), alt. 
Music: Finnian, Christopher Dearnley (b. 1930) 

Dismissal 
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.



Parish News 
Bishop Price Will Visit on May 2nd 
Back in November, when the pandemic caused us to postpone 
confirmations and receptions on the Sunday of Bishop Price's 
episcopal visitation, the Bishop promised to return as soon as 
it was safe to do so in order to confirm and receive the seven 
people who are hoping to become full members of St. 
Stephen's. True to his word, he has scheduled a special 
visitation for May 2nd. 

Book Club for May 
In May, we are discussing  Columbus Noir  (a book of short 
stories set in Columbus) edited by Andrew Welsh-
Huggins.  Everyone is welcome to join the Zoom meeting on 
Wednesday, May 5, 2021 at 7:00pm for a conversation about 
this book.  If you are interested in attending, please contact 
Cynthia Whitacre for the link.  We plan to continue meeting 
online at least through June.   

If you wish to read ahead, the book for June is The Heartbeat 
of Wounded Knee: Native America from 1890 to the Present by 
David Treuer.  

NSI Donations for April:  
Toothpaste and Mouthwash 

(Toothbrushes not needed - NSI has plenty!) 

Food and material donations are included in our annual 
Episcopal Community Ministries (ECM) grant application 
which benefits NSI. Your generosity in 2020 resulted in a 
$6,000.00 grant for 2021!  

Save the Date -  Nehemiah Action, Tuesday, May 11th 
6:45pm, Drive-in and Online 
You are invited to join us in making the world a better place, 
via Zoom, right from your own home! On Tuesday, May 11th, 
several thousand Columbus residents will log on to meet with 
elected officials and encourage them to adopt proven 



solutions to problems in the areas of affordable housing, jobs, 
gun violence and police reform. The proposed solutions have 
been carefully researched and explained to these officials prior 
to May 11th by the organization known as BREAD (Building 
Responsibility, Equality and Dignity). BREAD is comprised of 
people from diverse faith groups all over Central Ohio. Since 
their founding in 1996 they have contributed to problem 
solving in a variety of areas including abandoned housing, 
transportation, education, truancy, neighborhood clean-up, 
and treatment teams and halfway houses for folks affected by 
mental illness. BREAD Rises! 

To register to attend the Nehemiah Action, and learn more 
about the event, visit this link: https://www.tickettailor.com/
events/breadorganization/510270. 

Poem for Your Pocket 

Fishmonger 
Marsden Hartley 

I have taken scales from off 
The cheeks of the moon. 
I have made fins from bluejays’ wings, 
I have made eyes from damsons in the shadow. 
I have taken flushes from the peachlips in the sun. 
From all these I have made a fish of heaven for you, 
Set it swimming on a young October sky. 
I sit on the bank of the stream and watch 
The grasses in amazement 
As they turn to ashy gold. 
Are the fishes from the rainbow 
Still beautiful to you, 
For whom they are made, 
For whom I have set them, 
Swimming? 


