
WORSHIP AT ST. STEPHEN’S

Christmas Eve 9:00 PM Service



Welcome to Worship at St. Stephen’s! 
You will notice that this bulletin indicates moments in the service 
where it is customary to sit, stand, and kneel. These are only 
customs, and if you find that you are uncomfortable in any of these 
postures, please pay attention to your body and change your prayer 
posture as needed. 

If you are visiting for the first time, please fill out one of the 
welcome cards at the usher’s table. 

If you parked in the ARPS Parking Garage (Parking Garage B), your 
parking is free. Simply pick up a parking sticker from one of the 
ushers. 

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, most of our worship services and 
formation opportunities are currently online. Visit us at ststephens-
columbus.org to discover everything that we have to offer, including 
social justice and charitable activities. 

Saint Stephen’s is a B.R.E.A.D. church, joining with 40 diverse 
congregations to act powerfully on local issues of justice and 
fairness. Learn more at www.breadcolumbus.org. 

Saint Stephen’s is a founding member of Neighborhood Services, Inc. 
www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org. 

Worship Leaders this Morning

Celebrant: The Rev. Karl Stevens

Lectors: Norm Wernet & Janet McNaughton

Intercessor: Rae Fellows

Cyber Sacristans: Taylor Kilgore

http://www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org


Throughout the service, the people’s responses are in italics. 

Music from 8:30 - 9:00 PM 

Announcements 
The people stand. 

Opening Hymn #83 O Come All Ye Faithful 
O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come, and behold him, 
born the King of angels; 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 

God from God, 
Light from Light eternal, 
lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
only-begotten 
Son of God the Father; 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
glory to God, 
glory in the highest;  
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 

See how the shepherds, 
summoned to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; 
we too will thither 
bend our joyful footsteps;  
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 

Child, for us sinners 
poor and in the manger, 
we would embrace thee, with love and awe; 



who would not love thee, 
loving us so dearly?  
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing; 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 
Words: John Francis Wade (1711-1786); tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) and 
others 
Music: Adeste fideles, present form of melody att. John Francis Wade 
(1711-1786); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906 

Lucernaria for Christmas 
The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia! 
The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia! 
And dwelt among us: 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  
The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord, alleluia: 
God is the Lord; he has shined upon us, alleluia. 

The Opening Acclamation 
Good news and great joy to all the world: today our savior is 
born in Bethlehem. 
O come let us adore him! 

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
Glory to God for ever and ever. 

The Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 



 we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
 receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
 Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Collect for the Day 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the 
brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known 
the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him 
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives 
and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

The people sit. 

A Reading from Isaiah 
The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest,  
as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders,  
the rod of their oppressor,  



you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood  
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Hear what the Spirit is 
saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

Anthem: Let Our Gladness Know No End
Let our gladness know no end, alleluia! 
Unto earth did Christ descend, alleluia! 
On this day God gave us Christ, his son, to save us. 
God sent Christ, his son, to save us. 
See the lovely blooming rose, alleluia. 
From the branch of Jesse grows, alleluia. 
On this day God gave us Christ his son, to save us. 
God sent Christ, his son, to save us. 
Into flesh is made the word, alleluia. 
‘Tis our refuge, Christ the Lord, alleluia. 
On this day God gave us Christ, his son, to save us. 
God sent Christ, his son, to save us. 
Let our gladness know no end, alleluia! 

A Reading from Titus 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 
training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in 



the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, 
and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own 
who are zealous for good deeds. 

Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

The people stand 

Gospel Hymn #96 - Angels we have heard on high 
Angels we have heard on high, 
singing sweetly through the night, 
and the mountains in reply 
echoing their brave delight. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why these songs of happy cheer? 
What great brightness did you see? 
What glad tidings did you hear? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Come to Bethlehem and see 
him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

See him in a manger laid 
whom the angels praise above; 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
while we raise our hearts in love. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Words: French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813-1882), alt. 
Music: Gloria, French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes (1887-1958) 

The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According 
To Luke 
Glory to You, O Christ. 



In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that 
all the world should be registered. This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also 
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city 
of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from 
the house and family of David. He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the 
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 
them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news 
of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this 
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. 

The Gospel of Our Savior. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



The people sit for the Homily. 

The Homily   The Rev. Karl Stevens 

The people stand for the Advent Credo. 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

The people stand or kneel. 

The Prayers of the People 
In peace, let us pray to God, saying “Hear our prayer.” 

We offer prayers of thanksgiving and name these blessings in 
our lives... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 



We offer prayers for the universal church, its members and its 
missions, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the nation, and all in authority, 
especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the welfare of the world, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the concerns of our local community, 
especially… 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for those who suffer, and those in any 
trouble, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for those in extended care facilities, 
especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the departed, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made 
us one with your saints in heaven and on earth: Grant that in 
our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this 
fellowship of love and prayer, and know ourselves to be 
surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy. We ask 
this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our intercessions 
are acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for 
ever and ever. Amen. 



Singing of Silent Night 

Participants are asked to light a candle in their home within sight of their 
computer camera and turn on their videos. 

Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night, 
shepherds quake at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848); tr. John Freeman Young (1820-1885) 
Music: Stille Nacht, melody Franz Xaver Gruber (1787-1863); harm. Carl H. 
Reinecke (1824-1910) 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from 
evil, for the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen. 

The Peace 
The peace of God be with you. 
And also with you. 

At the peace, you are invited to wave to, bow to, or exchange a verbal greeting 
with your neighbors. Please do not shake hands or hug until the Covid-19 
Pandemic is over. 

Hymn - #100, Joy to the world! the Lord is come 



Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; 
let us our songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, 
repeat the sounding joy. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow 
far as the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 
and wonders of his love. 
Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt. 
Music: Antioch, George Frideric Handel (1685-1759); adapt. and arr. Lowell 
Mason (1792-1872) 

The Blessing 
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things 
earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the 
blessing of the One, Holy, and Undivided Trinity be among you, 
and remain with you always. Amen. 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude
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