
WORSHIP AT ST. STEPHEN’S

Christmas Eve Family Service



Welcome to Worship at St. Stephen’s! 
You will notice that this bulletin indicates moments in the service 
where it is customary to sit, stand, and kneel. These are only 
customs, and if you find that you are uncomfortable in any of these 
postures, please pay attention to your body and change your prayer 
posture as needed. 

If you are visiting for the first time, please fill out one of the 
welcome cards at the usher’s table. 

If you parked in the ARPS Parking Garage (Parking Garage B), your 
parking is free. Simply pick up a parking sticker from one of the 
ushers. 

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, most of our worship services and 
formation opportunities are currently online. Visit us at ststephens-
columbus.org to discover everything that we have to offer, including 
social justice and charitable activities. 

Saint Stephen’s is a B.R.E.A.D. church, joining with 40 diverse 
congregations to act powerfully on local issues of justice and 
fairness. Learn more at www.breadcolumbus.org. 

Saint Stephen’s is a founding member of Neighborhood Services, Inc. 
www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org. 

http://www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org


Throughout the service, the people’s responses are in italics. 

Announcements  
The people stand. 

A Bidding Prayer 
Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty 
and delight to hear once more the message of the Angels, to go 
to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger.  

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s 
loving purpose from the time of our rebellion against him until 
the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, 
and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.  

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace 
and justice on earth, for the unity and mission of the Church 
for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country 
and in this city.  

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his 
name the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the 
oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and 
unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those who 
do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, 
and that whole multitude which no one can number, whose 
hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we 
are one for evermore.  

And now, to gather up all these petitions, let us pray in the 
words which Christ himself has taught us, saying:  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from 
evil, for the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen. 



May Almighty God bless us with divine grace; may Christ give 
us the joys of everlasting life; and may the King of Angels bring 
us all to the fellowship of the citizens above. Amen.  

Lucernaria for Christmas 
The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia! 
The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia! 
And dwelt among us: 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  
The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord, alleluia: 
God is the Lord; he has shined upon us, alleluia. 

The First Lesson 
A reading from Isaiah 7:10-15 

God spoke to Ahaz, who was a king of Judah. God said, “Ask me 
to do anything you want as a sign: anything as high as the 
highest heaven or as deep as the deepest sea. Go ahead and 
ask me for a sign so I can prove myself to you.” 

But Ahaz didn’t feel good about that. “I’m not going to ask you 
to prove yourself, God. I won’t give you a test.” 

Isaiah said, “Listen to me, people of the house of David. It is 
not enough for you to wear out human beings, do you have to 
pester God as well? God will give you a sign. Here’s what it will 
be: A young girl will have a baby, and she will name him 
Immanuel. By the time he starts walking he’ll have figured out 
the right way to live, and how to turn away from bad choices.” 

Hymn Sing 
Throughout the service, congregants are asked to indicate their favorite 
Christmas hymns in the Zoom chat. 

The Showing of a Child’s Homemade Nativity Scene 

The Second Lesson 
A reading from Luke 1:5-25 

There was a man whose name was Zechariah. He lived when 
Herod was king of Judea. Zechariah was a priest and he 



belonged to a group of priests from the family of Abijah. He 
had a wife called Elizabeth. She also was from the family of the 
priest called Aaron. 

Zechariah and Elizabeth obeyed God all the time. They obeyed 
God's rules and they did not do wrong things. They lived in a 
way that pleased God. But they had no children. Elizabeth 
could not have a baby and they were both getting old. 

One day, Zechariah's group was working at God's Great House. 
He had a special job to do there. The priests chose one of their 
group to go into a special room inside God's Great House. This 
time they chose Zechariah. His job was to burn incense there. 

While Zechariah was burning incense in the special room, 
many men were outside in the yard. They were praying to God. 
The incense was burning on a special altar, when one of God's 
angels appeared to Zechariah. The angel was standing at the 
right hand side of the altar. 

When Zechariah saw the angel, he was very surprised and very 
afraid. The angel said to him, ‘Zechariah, do not be afraid. God 
has heard what you prayed. He will give you what you asked 
for. Your wife Elizabeth will give birth to a baby boy. You will 
call him John. He will be very important to the Lord God. So, 
he will make you very happy. Many other people will also be 
very happy because he has been born. He must never drink 
anything with alcohol in it. From the time that he is born, the 
Holy Spirit will live inside him. 

He will teach many people in Israel. Then they will turn their 
lives back to the Lord their God and they will obey God again. 
John will prepare the people for the Lord to come to them. The 
Holy Spirit will lead John as he led Elijah. John will do powerful 
things as Elijah did. He will help fathers to love their children. 
He will teach people who do not obey God. Then they will 
know what things are right. And they will do them. Then they 
will be ready when the Lord comes.’ 

Zechariah asked the angel, ‘How can I be sure about this? You 
know that I am an old man. My wife is also old.’ 

The angel answered, ‘I am called Gabriel. My place is to stand 
in front of God. I am always ready to work for God. He has sent 



me to speak to you. He told me that I should tell you this good 
news. Now listen to me. Because you did not believe my 
message, you will not be able to speak. You will not speak again 
until the time that your son is born. My message will really 
become true at the right time.’ 

While this was happening, the people outside were waiting for 
Zechariah. They were thinking, ‘Why has Zechariah stayed for 
such a long time in the special room? Why has he not come 
out yet?’ When he did come out, he tried to talk to them. But 
he could not speak. So they knew that God had showed him 
something special in the room. He was moving his head and his 
hands about, to tell them what had happened. But still he could 
not speak. 

When Zechariah had finished his work in God's Great House, 
he returned home. Soon, a baby was growing inside his wife 
Elizabeth. She stayed in her house for five months. The Lord 
has now given me a baby,’ she said. ‘He has been kind to me. 
Because of this, other people cannot say bad things about 
me now.’ 

Hymn Sing 
Throughout the service, congregants are asked to indicate their favorite 
Christmas hymns in the Zoom chat. 

The Showing of a Child’s Homemade Nativity Scene 

The Third Lesson 
A reading from Luke 1:26-38 

God sent an angel named Gabriel with a message for a young 
woman named Mary in Nazareth. She was engaged to Joseph, 
who was a descendant of King David. Here was the message, 
“Greetings from God himself, Mary. You are special in God’s 
eyes. And God holds you close to Their Heart.” Mary couldn’t 
figure out what was going on and what the Angel could 
possibly mean by that. Gabriel told her to not be afraid, that 
God had only good things in mind. “Here is the plan, Mary. You 
will conceive a baby boy and name him Jesus when he’s born. 
He will be great, the Son of the Most High, and He will reign 



over God’s people as King David did, but His kingdom will 
never end.” 

Mary said, “But I’m not married. Why would you choose me to 
be Jesus’ mother?” 

Gabriel said, “The Holy Spirit will make this happen, and you 
will be surrounded by God’s power as if it were incense. Your 
child will be Holy. He will be called the Son of God. And guess 
what else? Your older cousin Elizabeth, who’s never been able 
to have children, is already six months pregnant. So you see, 
nothing is impossible with God.” 

Then Mary said, “Okay, I am willing to work with God on this 
plan. I trust that God can do what They say God will do.” And 
then the angel left her alone to think about things. 

Hymn Sing 
Throughout the service, congregants are asked to indicate their favorite 
Christmas hymns in the Zoom chat. 

The Showing of a Child’s Homemade Nativity Scene 

The Fourth Lesson 
A reading from Luke 1:39-56 

After that, Mary prepared herself to travel. She hurried to a 
town in the hills of Judea. When she arrived at the home of 
Zechariah, she said ‘hello’ to Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard 
Mary speak, she felt her baby move quickly inside her. The 
Holy Spirit filled her. She spoke to Mary in a loud voice, ‘God 
has made you very happy. God has been good and kind to you 
more than to other women. God has also been good and kind 
to your baby. You are the mother of my Lord and I am not an 
important person. So it is very good that you have visited me. 
Listen! When I heard you say, “Hello” to me, my baby moved 
quickly inside me. He was very happy. God has told you what 
will happen. And you believed what God told you. Because of 
that, God has made you a happy person.’ 

Then Mary said, 

‘All of me wants to praise God and say, 
“God, how good and great you are!” 



I thank God because God is the one who saves me. 
I know that I am not an important person. 
God knows this, and God has been kind to me. 
Listen! From now on, all people will say that God has made 
me happy. 
Yes, God has done great things for me. 
God has shown strength to do great things. 
Some people think that they are very important. 
But God has sent them away in different directions. 
Some people were ruling countries. 
But God has taken their power away from them. 
God has given power to people who do not feel important. 
God has fed hungry people with good things to eat. 
But God has sent rich people away with nothing. 
God promised to be kind to the people of Israel. 
Now God has come and helped them. 
God made a promise to Abraham and to our other ancestors. 
Now God has done what was promised.’ 

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months. Then she 
returned to her home. 

Hymn Sing 
Throughout the service, congregants are asked to indicate their favorite 
Christmas hymns in the Zoom chat. 

The Showing of a Child’s Homemade Nativity Scene 

The Fifth Lesson 
A reading from Luke 2:1-12 

In order to count how many people there were so that he 
could tax them, the emperor told everyone to go to their 
hometowns to be counted. So Joseph went with Mary, his 
fiancee, who was expecting a baby at the time, from Nazareth 
to Bethlehem. His family was descended from King David, and 
King David lived in Bethlehem. While they were there Mary 
delivered a baby boy, wrapped him up tight in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a feed trough in the barn where they 
were staying because the inns were all full. 



    Meanwhile, in the fields, shepherds were watching their 
sheep during the night. All of a sudden an angel stood right in 
front of them, and God’s glory was shining all around and they 
were scared to death! The angel told them not to be afraid 
because there was only good news. “This news is so good,” the 
angel said, “that everyone will be happy. Today in the city of 
David, the Savior whom everyone’s been waiting for was born. I 
want you to go find him. Here’s how you’ll know he’s the right 
baby; He’ll be lying in a feed trough all wrapped up in strips of 
cloth.” 

Hymn Sing 
Throughout the service, congregants are asked to indicate their favorite 
Christmas hymns in the Zoom chat. 

The Showing of a Child’s Homemade Nativity Scene 

The Sixth Lesson 
A reading from Luke 2:13-20 

When the angel had finished speaking to the shepherds, the 
skies burst into song, and angels filled up the entire sky, 
praising God saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
peace to those whom God loves.” 
  When the angels had gone back to heaven, the shepherds said 
to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and find this baby boy 
they were talking about.” So they ran and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in the feed trough, just as the angel 
had told them. They told Mary and Joseph what the angel had 
said about who this child was and would become. Everyone 
was amazed at their story. But Mary kept this entire story in 
her heart. The shepherds praised God for all that had 
happened that night and went back to their sheep who had 
been wondering where their shepherds had gone.  

Hymn Sing 
Throughout the service, congregants are asked to indicate their favorite 
Christmas hymns in the Zoom chat. 

The Showing of a Child’s Homemade Nativity Scene 

The Seventh Lesson 



A reading from Matthew 2:1-2, 9-11 

After Jesus was born, some wise men came to Jerusalem from a 
country in the east. When they arrived there, they asked 
people, ‘Where is the baby who has been born as the king of 
the Jews? We saw his special star when it first appeared in the 
sky. So now we have come here to worship him.’ 

They left to go to Bethlehem. They could see the same star 
that they had seen before. They were very happy when they 
saw the star. It moved along in front of them. Then it stopped 
above the place where the child was staying. The men went 
into the house and they saw the child. He was with Mary, his 
mother. They went down on their knees in front of the child 
and they worshipped him. Then they opened their bags. They 
took out valuable gifts and they gave them to the child. The 
gifts were gold, incense called frankincense, and also myrrh. 

Hymn Sing 
Throughout the service, congregants are asked to indicate their favorite 
Christmas hymns in the Zoom chat. 

The Showing of a Child’s Homemade Nativity Scene 

Collect for the Day 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the 
brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known 
the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him 
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives 
and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

The Blessing 
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things 
earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the 
blessing of the One, Holy, and Undivided Trinity be among you, 
and remain with you always. Amen.
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