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Welcome to Worship at St. Stephen’s! 
You will notice that this bulletin indicates moments in the service 
where it is customary to sit, stand, and kneel. These are only 
customs, and if you find that you are uncomfortable in any of these 
postures, please pay attention to your body and change your prayer 
posture as needed. 

If you are visiting for the first time, please fill out one of the 
welcome cards at the usher’s table. 

If you parked in the ARPS Parking Garage (Parking Garage B), your 
parking is free. Simply pick up a parking sticker from one of the 
ushers. 

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, most of our worship services and 
formation opportunities are currently online. Visit us at ststephens-
columbus.org to discover everything that we have to offer, including 
social justice and charitable activities. 

Saint Stephen’s is a B.R.E.A.D. church, joining with 40 diverse 
congregations to act powerfully on local issues of justice and 
fairness. Learn more at www.breadcolumbus.org. 

Saint Stephen’s is a founding member of Neighborhood Services, Inc. 
www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org.



Throughout the service, the people’s responses are in italics. 

Prelude 

Announcements & Radical Welcoming 

The people stand. 

Opening Hymn #8 - Morning Has Broken 

The hymn will be sung by a choral scholar online. If you are worshipping with 
us in-person, please enjoy the music and read the text to yourself. Because of 
the Covid-19 Pandemic, it is unsafe to sing together. 

Morning has broken 
like the first morning, 
blackbird has spoken 
like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing! 
Praise for the morning! 
Praise for them, springing 
fresh from the Word! 

Sweet the rain’s new fall 
sunlit from heaven, 
like the first dewfall 
on the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness 
of the wet garden, 
sprung in completeness 
where his feet pass. 

Mine is the sunlight! 
Mine is the morning 
born of the one light 
Eden saw play! 
Praise with elation, 
praise every morning, 
God’s re-creation 
of the new day! 
Words: Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965), alt. 
Music: Bunessan, Gaelic melody; harm. Alec Wyton (b. 1921) 



Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
Glory to God for ever and ever. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord have mercy, 
Christ have mercy, 
Lord have mercy. 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to 
hear than we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or 
deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving 
us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us 
those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except 
through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

The people sit. 

A Reading from Exodus 
Then God spoke all these words: 
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods 
before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in 
the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall 
not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for 
the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you 
shall labour and do all your work. Honor your father and your 
mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord 
your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not 
commit adultery. You shall not steal.  You shall not bear false 



witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or 
male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs 
to your neighbor. 

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the 
sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were 
afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses, 
“You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak 
to us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be 
afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of 
him upon you so that you do not sin.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

A Midrash on Exodus 
From “The Moment at Sinai” by Abraham Joshua Heschel 

“At Sinai we have learned that spiritual values are not only 
aspirations in us but a response to a transcendent appeal 
addressed to us. Greek philosophy is concerned with values; 
Jewish thought dwells on mitzvot. [good deeds that fulfill the 
commandments]…The moment at Sinai depends for its 
fulfillment upon this present moment, upon all moments. … 
The tablets are broken whenever the Golden calf is called into 
being. We believe that every hour is endowed with the power 
to lend meaning to or withhold meaning from all other hours. 
No moment is as a moment able to bestow ultimate meaning 
upon all other moments. No moment is the absolute center of 
history. Time is a circle whose center is everywhere and whose 
periphery is nowhere.” 

The lector will choose the method by which we recite the psalm. 

Psalm 19 
The heavens declare the glory of God, *  
and the firmament shows the handiwork of the Lord.  

One day tells its tale to another, *  
and one night imparts knowledge to another.  



Although they have no words or language, *  
and their voices are not heard,  

their sound has gone out into all lands, *  
and their message to the ends of the world.  

In the deep has God set a pavilion for the sun; *  
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;  
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.  

It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens  
and runs about to the end of it again; *  
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  

The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; *  
the testimony of the Lord is sure  
and gives wisdom to the innocent.  

The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; *  
the commandment of the Lord is clear  
and gives light to the eyes.  

The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; *  
the judgements of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.  

More to be desired are they than gold, *  
more than much fine gold,  

sweeter far than honey, *  
than honey in the comb.  

By them also is your servant enlightened, *  
and in keeping them there is great reward.  

Who can tell how often they offend? *  
Cleanse me from my secret faults.  

Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; *  
let them not get dominion over me;  

then shall I be whole and sound, *  
and innocent of a great offense.  

Let the words of my mouth  
and the meditations of my heart be acceptable in your sight; *  
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.  



A Reading from Philippians 
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 
more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people 
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; 
as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; 
as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I 
regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to 
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing 
of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow 
I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached 
the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ 
Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I 
have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what 
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in 
Christ Jesus. 

Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

The people stand 

Gospel Hymn #593 - Lord, make us servants of your 
peace 
Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
where there is hate, may we sow love; 
where there is hurt, may we forgive; 
where there is strife, may we make one. 

Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 



where all is night, may we sow light; 
where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 
to be consoled, but to console, 
nor look to understanding hearts, 
but look for hearts to understand. 

May we not look for love’s return, 
but seek to love unselfishly, 
for in our giving we receive, 
and in forgiving are forgiven. 

Dying, we live, and are reborn 
through death’s dark night to endless day: 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 
to wake at last in heaven’s light. 
Words: James Quinn (b. 1919), based on a prayer att. to St. Francis of Assisi 
(1182-1226) 
Music: Dickinson College, Lee Hastings Bristol, Jr. (1923-1979) 

The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According 
To Matthew 
Glory to You, O Christ. 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner 
who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press 
in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 
went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he 
sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the 
tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and 
stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; 
and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son 
to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the 
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; 
come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized 
him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when 
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who 
will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 



Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our 
eyes’? 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the 
kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, 
they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to 
arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded 
him as a prophet. 

The Gospel of Our Savior. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The people sit for the Homily. 

The Homily            Craig Foster 

The people stand for the Nicene Creed. 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

The people stand or kneel. 

The Prayers of the People 
In peace, let us pray to God, saying “Hear our prayer.” 

We offer prayers of thanksgiving and name these blessings in 
our lives... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the universal church, its members and its 
missions, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the nation, and all in authority, 
especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the welfare of the world, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the concerns of our local community, 
especially… 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for those who suffer, and those in any 
trouble, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for those in extended care facilities, 
especially... 



God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the departed, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, to whom our needs are known 
before we ask; help us to ask only what accords with your will; 
and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness 
cannot ask, grant for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Confession & Absolution 
Let us confess our sins to God. 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in 
each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We 
repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the 
evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

The Blessing of the Animals 
Those who have brought animals to the service are invited to bring them 
forward to the transept in front of the altar at this time. 

Beloved God, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the 
vanities of this world; that, following the way of blessed 
Francis, we may for love of you delight in your whole creation 
with perfectness of joy. O God, you have made us and all living 
things. You are even more wonderful than what you have 
made. We thank you for giving us these pets who bring us joy. 
As you take care of us, so also we ask your help that we might 
take care of those who trust us to look after them. By doing 



this, we share in your own love for all creation. We ask this in 
Jesus' name. Amen.  

The priest will bless the animals… 

N., may you be blessed in the Name of God who created you. 

and pray for their human companions… 

May you be blessed in the Name God, the Creator, Redeemer 
and of the Sustainer. May you and your animals enjoy life 
together and find joy with the God who created you. Amen.  

then the people and priest will say together… 

Most high, almighty Lord, our Creator, yours are the praise, the 
glory, the honor and all blessings! To you alone do all things 
belong. Be praised for giving us the animals, birds and fish which 
fill your world. May we think of you and thank you when we play 
with and care for our pets. Be praised for making us so happy to 
have our pets and to have them to play with. We ask you, Lord, 
that we may be good to our pets always, so that they may be 
happy also. Help us always to take care of them so that they will 
be healthy. O God, your world is wonderful. May we all come 
into your even greater world of the kingdom of heaven where we 
shall see even more wonderful things and where we shall live 
and love for ever. This we ask to your eternal praise, and to our 
blessing. Amen.  

Hymn - #546, Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve 
Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve, 
and press with vigor on; 
a heavenly race demands thy zeal, 
and an immortal crown. 

A cloud of witnesses around 
hold thee in full survey; 
forget the steps already trod 
and onward urge thy way. 

’Tis God’s all-animating voice 
that calls thee from on high; 
’tis his own hand presents the prize 
to thine aspiring eye. 



Then wake, my soul, stretch every nerve, 
and press with vigor on; 
a heavenly race demands thy zeal, 
and an immortal crown. 
Words: Philip Doddridge (1702-1751) 
Music: Siroë, George Frideric Handel (1685-1759); adapt. Melodia Sacra, 
1815The Lord’s Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from 
evil, for the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen. 

The Peace 
The peace of God be with you. 
And also with you. 

At the peace, you are invited to wave to, bow to, or exchange a verbal greeting 
with your neighbors. Please do not shake hands or hug until the Covid-19 
Pandemic is over. 

The Blessing 
Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always 
protected you, and loves you as a mother. Go in peace to 
follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you 
always. Amen. 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude








