
WORSHIP AT ST. STEPHEN’S

October 11, 2020



Welcome to Worship at St. Stephen’s! 
You will notice that this bulletin indicates moments in the service 
where it is customary to sit, stand, and kneel. These are only 
customs, and if you find that you are uncomfortable in any of these 
postures, please pay attention to your body and change your prayer 
posture as needed. 

If you are visiting for the first time, please fill out one of the 
welcome cards at the usher’s table. 

If you parked in the ARPS Parking Garage (Parking Garage B), your 
parking is free. Simply pick up a parking sticker from one of the 
ushers. 

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, most of our worship services and 
formation opportunities are currently online. Visit us at ststephens-
columbus.org to discover everything that we have to offer, including 
social justice and charitable activities. 

Saint Stephen’s is a B.R.E.A.D. church, joining with 40 diverse 
congregations to act powerfully on local issues of justice and 
fairness. Learn more at www.breadcolumbus.org. 

Saint Stephen’s is a founding member of Neighborhood Services, Inc. 
www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org. 

Worship Leaders this Morning

Celebrant: The Rev. Karl Stevens

Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Meribah Mansfield

Lectors: Elliott Bush & Charles Baker

Intercessor: Rich Horton

Preacher: Molly Cooke

Cyber Sacristans: Taylor Kilgore & Daniel Buey

Midrash Selector: Stuart Hobbs

Ushers: Shelley Boales

http://www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org


Throughout the service, the people’s responses are in italics. 

Prelude 

Announcements & Radical Welcoming 

The people stand. 

Opening Hymn #569 - God the Omnipotent! King, 
who ordainest 

The hymn will be sung by a choral scholar online. If you are worshipping with 
us in-person, please enjoy the music and read the text to yourself. Because of 
the Covid-19 Pandemic, it is unsafe to sing together. 

God the Omnipotent! King, who ordainest 
thunder thy clarion, the lightning thy sword; 
show forth thy pity on high where thou reignest: 
give to us peace in our time, O Lord. 

God the All-merciful! earth hath forsaken 
thy ways all holy, and slighted thy word; 
bid not thy wrath in its terrors awaken: 
give to us peace in our time, O Lord. 

God the All-righteous One! earth hath defied thee; 
yet to eternity standeth thy word, 
falsehood and wrong shall not tarry beside thee: 
give to us peace in our time, O Lord. 

God the All-provident! earth by thy chastening 
yet shall to freedom and truth be restored; 
through the thick darkness thy kingdom is hastening: 
thou wilt give peace in thy time, O Lord. 
Words: Sts. 1-2, Henry Fothergill Chorley (1808-1872), alt.; sts. 3-4, John 
Ellerton (1826-1893), alt. 
Music: Russia, Alexis Lvov (1799-1870) 

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
Glory to God for ever and ever. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 



perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord have mercy, 
Christ have mercy, 
Lord have mercy. 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow 
us, that we may continually be given to good works; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The people sit. 

A Reading from Exodus 
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from 
the mountain, the people gathered around Aaron, and said to 
him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for 
this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of 
Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” Aaron said to 
them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your 
wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 
So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, and 
brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from them, formed it 
in a mold, and cast an image of a calf; and they said, “These are 
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!” When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and 
Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a 
festival to the Lord.” They rose early the next day, and offered 
burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the 
people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. 

The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom 
you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 
they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a 
calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These 
are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 



Egypt!’” The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how 
stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my wrath may 
burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I 
will make a great nation.” 

But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why 
does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you 
brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 
mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil 
intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, 
and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from 
your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster 
on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your 
servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to 
them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, 
and all this land that I have promised I will give to your 
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’” And 
the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned 
to bring on his people. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

A Midrash on Exodus 

Discipline, by George Herbert 

Throw away thy rod, 
Throw away thy wrath: 
                  O my God, 
Take the gentle path. 

For my heart’s desire 
Unto thine is bent: 
                  I aspire 
To a full consent. 

Not a word or look 
I affect to own, 
                  But by book, 
And thy book alone. 

Though I fail, I weep: 
Though I halt in pace, 



                  Yet I creep 
To the throne of grace. 

Then let wrath remove; 
Love will do the deed: 
                  For with love 
Stony hearts will bleed. 

Love is swift of foot; 
Love’s a man of war, 
                  And can shoot, 
And can hit from far. 

Who can ’scape his bow? 
That which wrought on thee, 
                  Brought thee low, 
Needs must work on me. 

Throw away thy rod; 
Though man frailties hath, 
         Thou art God: 
Throw away thy wrath. 

The lector will choose the method by which we recite the psalm. 

Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 
Hallelujah! Give thanks to the Lord who is good, *  
whose mercy endures for ever.  

Who can declare your mighty acts, O Lord, *  
or show forth all your praise?  

Happy are those who act with justice *  
and always do what is right!   

Remember me, O Lord,  
with the favour you have for your people, *  
and visit me with your saving help;  

that I may see the prosperity of your elect  
and be glad with the gladness of your people, *  
that I may glory with your inheritance.  

We have sinned as our ancestors did; *  
we have done wrong and dealt wickedly.  



Israel made a bull-calf at Horeb *  
and worshipped a molten image;  

and so they exchanged their Glory *  
for the image of an ox that feeds on grass.  

They forgot you, their saviour, *  
who had done great things in Egypt,  

wonderful deeds in the land of Ham, *  
and fearful things at the Red Sea.  

So you would have destroyed them,  
had not Moses your chosen stood before you in the breach, *  
to turn away your wrath from consuming them.  

A Reading from Philippians 
My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and 
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in 
the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help 
these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of 
the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-
workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not 
worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received 
and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with 
you. 

Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 



The people stand 

Gospel Hymn #515 - Holy Ghost, dispel our sadness 
Holy Ghost, dispel our sadness; 
pierce the clouds of nature’s night; 
come, thou source of joy and gladness, 
breathe thy life, and spread thy light. 
From the height which knows no measure, 
as a gracious shower descend, 
bringing down the richest treasure 
we can wish, or God can send. 

Author of the new creation, 
come with unction and with power. 
Make our hearts thy habitation; 
with thy grace our spirits shower. 
Hear, oh, hear our supplication, 
blessèd Spirit, God of peace! 
Rest upon this congregation, 
with the fullness of thy grace. 
Words: Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676); tr. John Christian Jacobi (1670-1750), alt. 
Music: Geneva, George Henry Day (1883-1966) 

The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According 
To Matthew 
Glory to You, O Christ. 

Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 
wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those 
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would 
not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who 
have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen 
and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is 
ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it 
and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while 
the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 
The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those 
murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, 
‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go 



therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to 
the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets 
and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a 
man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to 
him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ 
And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, 
‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

The Gospel of Our Savior. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The people sit for the Homily. 

The Homily            Molly Cooke 

The people stand for the Nicene Creed. 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 



acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

The people stand or kneel. 

The Prayers of the People 
In peace, let us pray to God, saying “Hear our prayer.” 

We offer prayers of thanksgiving and name these blessings in 
our lives... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the universal church, its members and its 
missions, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the nation, and all in authority, 
especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the welfare of the world, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the concerns of our local community, 
especially… 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for those who suffer, and those in any 
trouble, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for those in extended care facilities, 
especially... 

God, in your mercy, 



Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the departed, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, to whom our needs are known 
before we ask; help us to ask only what accords with your will; 
and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness 
cannot ask, grant for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Confession & Absolution 
Let us confess our sins to God. 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in 
each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We 
repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the 
evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

Hymn - #345, Savior, again to thy dear Name we 
raise 
Savior, again to thy dear Name we raise 
with one accord our parting hymn of praise; 
guard thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame, 
that in this house have called upon thy Name. 

Grant us thy peace upon our homeward way; 
with thee began, with thee shall end the day: 
from harm and danger keep thy children free, 
for dark and light are both alike to thee. 

Grant us thy peace throughout our earthly life; 
peace to thy Church from error and from strife; 



peace to our land, the fruit of truth and love; 
peace in each heart, thy Spirit from above: 

thy peace in life, the balm of every pain; 
thy peace in death, the hope to rise again; 
then, when thy voice shall bid our conflict cease, 
call us, O Lord, to thine eternal peace. 
Words: John Ellerton (1825-1893), alt. 
Music: Ellers, Edward John Hopkins (1818-1901) 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from 
evil, for the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen. 

The Peace 
The peace of God be with you. 
And also with you. 

At the peace, you are invited to wave to, bow to, or exchange a verbal greeting 
with your neighbors. Please do not shake hands or hug until the Covid-19 
Pandemic is over. 

The Blessing 
Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always 
protected you, and loves you as a mother. Go in peace to 
follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you 
always. Amen. 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude


	Worship at St. Stephen’s
	October 11, 2020
	Welcome to Worship at St. Stephen’s!
	Worship Leaders this Morning
	Prelude
	Announcements & Radical Welcoming
	Opening Hymn #569 - God the Omnipotent! King, who ordainest
	A Reading from Exodus
	A Midrash on Exodus
	Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23
	A Reading from Philippians
	Gospel Hymn #515 - Holy Ghost, dispel our sadness
	The Gospel
	The Homily            Molly Cooke
	The Nicene Creed
	The Prayers of the People
	Confession & Absolution
	Hymn - #345, Savior, again to thy dear Name we raise
	The Lord’s Prayer
	The Peace
	The Blessing
	Dismissal
	Postlude

