
“Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.

WORSHIP AT ST. STEPHEN’S

September 6, 2020



Welcome to Worship at St. Stephen’s! 
You will notice that this bulletin indicates moments in the service 
where it is customary to sit, stand, and kneel. These are only 
customs, and if you find that you are uncomfortable in any of these 
postures, please pay attention to your body and change your prayer 
posture as needed. 

If you are visiting for the first time, please fill out one of the 
welcome cards at the usher’s table. 

If you parked in the ARPS Parking Garage (Parking Garage B), your 
parking is free. Simply pick up a parking sticker from one of the 
ushers. 

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, most of our worship services and 
formation opportunities are currently online. Visit us at ststephens-
columbus.org to discover everything that we have to offer, including 
social justice and charitable activities. 

Saint Stephen’s is a B.R.E.A.D. church, joining with 40 diverse 
congregations to act powerfully on local issues of justice and 
fairness. Learn more at www.breadcolumbus.org. 

Saint Stephen’s is a founding member of Neighborhood Services, Inc. 
www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org.



Throughout the service, the people’s responses are in italics. 

Prelude 

Announcements & Radical Welcoming 

The people stand. 

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
Glory to God for ever and ever. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Opening Hymn - Come, let us join our cheerful songs 

The hymn will be sung by a choral scholar online. If you are worshipping with 
us in-person, please enjoy the music and read the text to yourself. Because of 
the Covid-19 Pandemic, it is unsafe to sing together. 

Come, let us join our cheerful songs 
with angels round the throne; 
ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 
but all their joys are one. 

“Worthy the Lamb that died,” they cry 
“to be exalted thus”; 
“Worthy the Lamb,” our lips reply 
“for he was slain for us.” 

Jesus is worthy to receive 
honor and power divine; 
may blessings, more than we can give, 
be, Lord, for ever thine. 

The whole creation joins in one 
to bless the sacred Name 
of him that sits upon the throne, 
and to adore the Lamb. 

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748); para. of A Song to the Lamb 
Music: Nun danket all und bringet Ehr, att. Johann Cruger (1598-1662), alt. 



God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you 
always resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so 
you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

The people sit. 

A Reading from Exodus 
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This 
month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be 
the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are 
to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a 
household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest 
neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in 
proportion to the number of people who eat of it. Your lamb 
shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from 
the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the 
fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled 
congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall 
take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and 
the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the 
lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire 
with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it 
raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, 
legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the 
morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall 
burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your 
sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall 
eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass 
through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down 
every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and 
animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am 
the  Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses 



where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and 
no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall 
celebrate it as a festival to the  Lord; throughout your 
generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

The lector will choose the method by which we recite the psalm. 

Psalm 149 
Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord a new song; *  
sing the praises of God in the congregation of the faithful.  

Let Israel rejoice in their maker; *  
let the children of Zion be joyful in their sovereign.  

Let them praise the name of the Lord in the dance; *  
let them sing praise to God with timbrel and harp.  

For the Lord takes pleasure in this people *  
and adorns the poor with victory.  

Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; *  
let them be joyful on their beds.  

Let the praises of God be in their throat *  
and a two-edged sword in their hand;  

to wreak vengeance on the nations *  
and punishment on the peoples;   

to bind their rulers in chains *  
and their nobles with links of iron;  

to inflict on them the judgement decreed; *  
this is glory for all God’s faithful people. Hallelujah!  

The people sit.  

A Reading from Romans 
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one 
who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, 
“You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall 



not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, 
are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the 
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to 
us now then when we became believers; the night is far gone, 
the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and 
put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, 
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
gratify its desires. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Hymn - Take my life, and let it be 
Take my life, and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
take my moments and my days, 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands, and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love; 
take my heart, it is thine own; 
it shall be thy royal throne. 

Take my voice, and let me sing 
always, only, for my King; 
take my intellect, and use 
every power as thou shalt choose. 

Take my will, and make it thine; 
it shall be no longer mine. 
Take myself, and I will be 
ever, only, all for thee. 

Words: Francis Ridley Havargal (1836-1879), alt. 
Music: Hollingside, John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) 



The people stand for the Gospel 

The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According 
To Matthew 
Glory to You, O Christ. 

Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, 
go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the 
member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you 
are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so 
that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or 
three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it 
to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the 
church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on 
earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my 
Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them.” 

The Gospel of Our Savior. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The people sit for the Homily. 

The Homily   Elliott Bush, Preacher 

The people stand for the Nicene Creed. 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 



was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

The people stand or kneel. 

The Prayers of the People 
In peace, let us pray to God, saying “Hear our prayer.” 

We offer prayers of thanksgiving and name these blessings in 
our lives... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the universal church, its members and its 
missions, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the nation, and all in authority, 
especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the welfare of the world, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the concerns of our local community, 
especially… 

God, in your mercy, 



Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for those who suffer, and those in any 
trouble, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for those in extended care facilities, 
especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the departed, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, to whom our needs are known 
before we ask; help us to ask only what accords with your will; 
and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness 
cannot ask, grant for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Confession & Absolution 
Let us confess our sins to God. 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in 
each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We 
repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the 
evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 



Anthem - Jubilate by Michael Bedford 

Sung by the St. Stephen’s Choral Scholars 

Jubilate Deo omnis terra [Praise the Lord, all the earth] 
O be joyful, all ye nations, O be joyful in the Lord; 
Serve the Lord with gladness;  
come before his presence with a song. 
Enter now his gates with thanksgiving,  
go into his courts with praise. 
O be thankful; call upon the Name of the Lord. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from 
evil, for the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen. 

The Peace 
The peace of God be with you. 
And also with you. 

At the peace, you are invited to wave to, bow to, or exchange a verbal greeting 
with your neighbors. Please do not shake hands or hug until the Covid-19 
Pandemic is over. 

The Blessing 
Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always 
protected you, and loves you as a mother. Go in peace to 
follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you 
always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn - Singing songs of expectation 
Singing songs of expectation, 
onward goes the pilgrim band, 
through the night of doubt and sorrow, 
marching to the promised land. 
Clear before us through the darkness 
gleams and burns the guiding light: 



trusting God we march together 
stepping fearless through the night. 

One the light of God’s own presence, 
o’er his ransomed people shed, 
chasing far the gloom and terror, 
brightening all the path we tread: 
one the object of our journey, 
one the faith which never tires, 
one the earnest looking forward, 
one the hope our God inspires. 

One the strain the lips of thousands 
lift as from the heart of one; 
one the conflict, one the peril, 
one the march in God begun: 
one the gladness of rejoicing 
on the far eternal shore, 
where the one almighty Father 
reigns in love for evermore. 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude
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