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Welcome to Worship at St. Stephen’s! 
You will notice that this bulletin indicates moments in the service 
where it is customary to sit, stand, and kneel. These are only 
customs, and if you find that you are uncomfortable in any of these 
postures, please pay attention to your body and change your prayer 
posture as needed. 

If you are visiting for the first time, please fill out one of the 
welcome cards at the usher’s table. 

If you parked in the ARPS Parking Garage (Parking Garage B), your 
parking is free. Simply pick up a parking sticker from one of the 
ushers. 

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, most of our worship services and 
formation opportunities are currently online. Visit us at ststephens-
columbus.org to discover everything that we have to offer, including 
social justice and charitable activities. 

Saint Stephen’s is a B.R.E.A.D. church, joining with 40 diverse 
congregations to act powerfully on local issues of justice and 
fairness. Learn more at www.breadcolumbus.org. 

Saint Stephen’s is a founding member of Neighborhood Services, Inc. 
www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org.



Throughout the service, the people’s responses are in italics. 

Prelude 

Announcements & Radical Welcoming 

The people stand. 

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
Glory to God for ever and ever. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Opening Hymn - Come Labor On 

The hymn will be sung by a choral scholar online. If you are worshipping with 
us in-person, please enjoy the music and read the text to yourself. Because of 
the Covid-19 Pandemic, it is unsafe to sing together. 

Come, labor on. 
Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain, 
while all around us waves the golden grain? 
And to each servant does the Master say, 
“Go work today.” 

Come, labor on. 
The enemy is watching night and day, 
to sow the tares, to snatch the seed away; 
while we in sleep our duty have forgot, 
he slumbered not. 

Come, labor on.  
Away with gloomy doubts and faithless fear! 
No arm so weak but may do service here: 
by feeblest agents may our God fulfill 
his righteous will. 

Come, labor on. 
Claim the high calling angels cannot share- 
to young and old the Gospel gladness bear: 



redeem the time; its hours too swiftly fly. 
The night draws nigh. 

Come, labor on. 
No time for rest, till glows the western sky, 
till the long shadows o’er our pathway lie, 
and a glad sound comes with the setting sun, 
“Servants, well done.” 

Words: Jane Laurie Borthwick (1813-1897), alt. 
Music: Ora Labora, Thomas Tertius Noble (1867-1953) 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to 
love things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed 
among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that 
shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

The people sit. 

A Reading from Exodus 
The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against 
Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. The Israelites said to them, 
“If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of 
Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; 
for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this 
whole assembly with hunger.” 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from 
heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and 
gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, 
whether they will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth 
day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as 
much as they gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said 
to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was 
the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the 
morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has 
heard your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that 



you complain against us?” And Moses said, “When the Lord 
gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in 
the morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining that 
you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not 
against us but against the Lord.” 

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of 
the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your 
complaining.’“ And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation 
of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the 
glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. The Lord spoke to 
Moses and said, “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; 
say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning 
you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am 
the Lord your God.’” 

In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in 
the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. When 
the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness 
was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 
When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is 
it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It 
is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

The lector will choose the method by which we recite the psalm. 

Psalm 105  
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon the divine name; *  
make known the deeds of the Lord among the peoples.  

Sing to the Lord, sing praises, *  
and speak of all the marvelous works of the Lord.  

Glory in the holy name; *  
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.  

Search for the strength of the Lord; *  
continually seek the face of God.  

Remember the marvels the Lord has done, *  
the wonders and the judgements of the mouth of the Lord,  



O offspring of Abraham the servant of God, *  
O children of Jacob the chosen of the Lord.  

You led out your people with silver and gold; *  
in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled.  

Egypt was glad of their going, *  
because they were afraid of them.  

You spread out a cloud for a covering *  
and a fire to give light in the night season.  

They asked, and quails appeared, *  
and you satisfied them with bread from heaven.  

You opened the rock, and water flowed, *  
so the river ran in the dry places.  

For you, O God, remembered your holy word *  
and Abraham your servant.  

So you led forth your people with gladness, *  
your chosen with shouts of joy.  

You gave your people the lands of the nations, *  
and they took the fruit of others’ toil,  

that they might keep your statutes *  
and observe your laws. Hallelujah!   

The people sit.  

A Reading from Philippians 
To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the 
flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know 
which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire 
is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to 
remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am 
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with 
all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share 
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to 
you again. 

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, 
so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear 
about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 



striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 
and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them 
this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And 
this is God's doing. For he has graciously granted you the 
privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him 
as well-- since you are having the same struggle that you saw I 
had and now hear that I still have. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Hymn - I sought the Lord, and afterward I 
knew 
I sought the Lord, and afterward I knew 
he moved my soul to seek him, seeking me; 
it was not I that found, O Savior true; 
no, I was found of thee. 

Thou didst reach forth thy hand and mine enfold; 
I walked and sank not on the storm-vexed sea; 
’twas not so much that I on thee took hold, 
as thou, dear Lord, on me. 

I find, I walk, I love, but oh, the whole 
of love is but my answer, Lord, to thee: 
for thou wert long beforehand with my soul, 
always thou lovedst me. 

Words: Anon., Pilgrim Hymnal, 1904 
Music: Faith, J. Harold Moyer (b. 1927) 

The people stand for the Gospel 

The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According 
To Matthew 
Glory to You, O Christ. 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who 
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 
After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he 
sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine 
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he 



said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 
whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about 
noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five 
o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he 
said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They 
said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, 
‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner 
of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give 
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 
first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 
received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they 
thought they would receive more; but each of them also 
received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they 
grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked 
only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he 
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did 
you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what 
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as 
I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So 
the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

The Gospel of Our Savior. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The people sit for the Homily. 

The Homily The Rev. Deacon Meribah Mansfield 

The people stand for the Nicene Creed. 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 



Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

The people stand or kneel. 

The Prayers of the People 
In peace, let us pray to God, saying “Hear our prayer.” 

We offer prayers of thanksgiving and name these blessings in 
our lives... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the universal church, its members and its 
missions, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the nation, and all in authority, 
especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the welfare of the world, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the concerns of our local community, 
especially… 



God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for those who suffer, and those in any 
trouble, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for those in extended care facilities, 
especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We offer prayers for the departed, especially... 

God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, to whom our needs are known 
before we ask; help us to ask only what accords with your will; 
and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness 
cannot ask, grant for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Confession & Absolution 
Let us confess our sins to God. 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in 
each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We 
repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the 
evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 



Hymn - From Glory Advancing We Praise Thee O Lord 
From glory to glory advancing, we praise thee, O Lord; 
thy Name with the Father and Spirit be ever adored. 
From strength unto strength we go forward on Zion's highway, 
to appear before God in the city of infinite day. 

Thanksgiving, and glory and worship, and blessing and love, 
one heart and one song have the saints upon earth and above. 
O Lord, evermore to thy servants thy presence be nigh; 
ever fit us by service on earth for thy service on high. 

Words: Liturgy of St. James: tr. Charles William Humphreys (1840-1921) 
Music: St. Keverne, Craig Sellar Lang (1891-1971), alt. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from 
evil, for the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen. 

The Peace 
The peace of God be with you. 
And also with you. 

At the peace, you are invited to wave to, bow to, or exchange a verbal greeting 
with your neighbors. Please do not shake hands or hug until the Covid-19 
Pandemic is over. 

The Blessing 
Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always 
protected you, and loves you as a mother. Go in peace to 
follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you 
always. Amen. 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude




